VILLAGE OF RED HOOK
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
November 15, 2012

Present: Chairman George Beekman, Co-Chairman Roger Husted, Member Erik Cuthell, Member
Paul Duntz and Secretary Hart

Absent: Member Cliff Gubler

Chairman George Beekman opened the November 15, 2012 Village of Red Hook Zoning Board of
Appeals meeting at 7:00pm.

Chairman George Beekman asked the Board members present if they have reviewed the ZBA minutes
dated October 25, 2012. Board members present replied yes and had no comment.

Member Erik Cuthell made a motion to accept the ZBA minutes dated October 25, 2012. Motion
Seconded by Member Duntz. All in favor.

#1. STEVE & MICHELE SEKO 65 Old Farm Road Area Variance
Tax Grid #6272-13-161410

Chairman Beekman spoke and advised the Board that the applicant is seeking an area variance for the
height of a fence from 36” to 72”. Chairman Beekman asked the applicant if they were proposing any
changes to be addressed. Ms. Seko advised the Board that they have decided to move the fence on the
northwest end to accommodate the water meter reader. Member Cuthell asked if the tree at Corner E
on the site plan submitted would now be on the outside of the fence. Mrs. Seko said yes. Member
Cuthell felt that this change was much more appropriate. Mrs. Seko said this would now open up the
front yard as well as square up the back yard. Member Cuthell said this will reduce the impact of this
variance. Chairman Beekman said this would be approximately 15 feet now. Mrs. Seko said 15 feet
from the road, and that this would reduce the length of the fence going down Cambridge to about 24
feet. Member Cuthell said this application was for 72 feet and now will be approximately 56 feet.
Chairman Beekman advised that on the application it would be going from 72 to 56 on Cambridge Drive.
Chairman Beekman advised that the Zoning Board of Appeals only received one letter from the certified
mailings that were sent. Letter from John Cayea of 68 Cambridge Drive was read into record. A letter
Received from Mr. Cayea dated November 15, 2012 was written with no objection, but stated that he
felt that the height of the fence would distract from street side view of the very attractive home. Mrs.
Seko said that people are considering the side as the front.

Chairman Beekman opened the public hearing at 7:10pm. No one was present.

Member Cuthell made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:11pm. Motion seconded by Member
Duntz. Allin favor.
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Chairman Beekman reminded that SEQR was done at last month’s meeting.

Chairman Beekman read aloud Sections 7-712 (a) & (b) from the Guide to Planning & Zoning pertaining
to “area variance”.

Chairman Beekman read aloud Sections 7-712-b 3 (a) & (b) from the Guide to Planning & Zoning Laws of
New York State pertaining to “area variance”.

Chairman Beekman began with the following variance tests:

#1. Undesireable Change: NO

#2. Alternative Cure Sought: YES. Applicant has advised at tonight’s meeting that they have shortened
the fence area.

#3. Substantial: Yes, a substantial difference in height.

#4. Adverse Effect or Impact: No. 15 feet from road.

#5. Self-Created: Yes. But does not pose any major concerns to this Board.

Chairman Beekman read aloud Section 7-712-b 3. (c) and Section 7-712-b. 4.

Chairman Beekman asked that a condition be included to the motion that the fence be no less than 15
feet from the road.

Chairman Beekman made a motion to approve an area variance for relief from Article 3 Chapter 200
of the Village of Red Hook for relief from Section 200-16 E-26-a for the property located at 65 Old Farm
Road, Tax Grid #:6272-13-161410 to permit the construction of a 72” height privacy fence in the two
front yards where 32” fence only are permitted within 30 feet or nearer the center line of the street
than 55 feet, with a condition that the fence not exceed the 15 foot distance from the edge of the road
as shown on Cambridge Drive. Motion seconded by Member Cuthell. All in favor.

Chairman Beekman reminded applicants to see CEO Harkins to obtain their building permit.

Chairman Beekman spoke to all Members on their continuing education hours. Members were
reminded that they must obtain a minimum of 4 credit hours per year.

Chairman Beekman made a motion to adjourn the ZBA meeting at 7:40pm. Motion seconded by
Member Cuthell. All in favor.

Submitted by,

Lara Hart
Secretary for the ZBA



