VILLAGE OF RED HOOK
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
October 27, 2011

Present: Chairman, George Beekman, Member Cliff Gubler, Member Roger Husted, Member
Paul Duntz, Member Erik Cuthell & Secretary Doris Balacic-Scheuing

Chairman George Beekman opened the Village of Red Hook Zoning Board of Appeals meeting at
7:00pm.

Chairman Beekman asked the Board if they have all reviewed the amended September 22, 2011 ZBA
Minutes. Member Cliff Gubler made a motion to accept the minutes. Seconded by member Paul
Duntz. Allin favor. Minutes accepted.

#1.

Muriel Calderon 36 Prince Street, Red Hook AreaVariances (2)
Tax Grid #6272-10-313724

For relief from Section 200-9-D-5/front yard setback & Section 200-9-D-7/side yard setback.

Chairman Beekman advised the Board that the applicant Muriel Calderon has withdrawn her
variance application for the side yard set-back for the above ground pool. This matter will not
be addressed.

Chairman Beekman read aloud Section 200-9-D-5 of the Zoning Code.
Chairman Beekman asked if any responses were received in regard to the public hearing notice.

Chairman Beekman read aloud into the minutes the letter received from residents Estrella &
George Laws of 40 Prince Street and attachment letters, (copy of letters are on file in building
department). Member Erik Cuthell showed the applicant the photographs that were submitted
by Mr. & Mrs. Laws with their letter. Muriel explained the photograph to the Board. Member
Cuthell asked when photograph was taken (because photograph shows excess of water).
Estrella Laws said about a week after the hurricane, but this happens after each rain fall.
Chairman Beekman said this storm drain problem should be addressed to the Village Engineer.
There was an issue of debris from the old chicken coop being buried in the raised flower box.
Chairman Beekman asked how long chicken coop has been out of use. Muriel said about 30
years. Member Cuthell asked that if there was any other debris on the property that the
applicant find an alternate method of disposing because you never know what consist of
construction debris.
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Chairman Beekman read aloud another letter that was received from Daniel Baxter of 33 Prince
Street in favor of application (copy of letter on file in building department).

Chairman Beekman began the Short Form SEQR.

Question A. - No
Question B. - No
Question C (C1-C7) — All answered No

Regarding question C1 — Member Duntz stated that the water actually flows from that location to Bill
Cranes property and practically nothing goes in to the drain. Member Cuthell stated that he feels that
the flower bed does not contribute in any way to the water issue. Member Duntz asked if Muriel had
gutters off on the front of the house and if they drained off the side. Muriel said that one actually drains
into the garden bed. Chairman Beekman said there is a slight problem because it is a low area. Member
Husted wanted to state that the letter listing the chemicals was a valid concern, but feels that there is
no information that leads the Board to feel that there should be a concern, and does not pose a concern
with groundwater quality.

Question D. - No
Question E. - No

This proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.

Chairman Beekman made a motion to declare Negative Declaration. Seconded by Member Cuthell.
All in favor.

Chairman Beekman read the definition of an area variance (page 100 of the Guide to Planning & Zoning
Laws).

Chairman Beekman opened the public hearing comment session.

Resident Nick Sperry of 28 Prince Street spoke to advise that he is in favor of this application and work
has been an asset to the Street and he feels that there are no negative aspects to this application.

Again Chairman Beekman advised the residents to speak to the Village concerning the water drainage
issue.

Resident Robin Cherry of 30 Prince Street spoke to advise that this application aesthetically adds to the
neighborhood.
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Resident Mr. Laws of 40 Prince Street spoke about posts in concrete and that he never received a return
call from Mr. Harkins concerning this issue. Ms. Laws said that she put calls into Mr. Harkin’s office to
ask about the work that was being done at this residence, and if said work was ok, but because Sam did
not show up to inspect that they are now being criticized and she feels very resentful because now
everyone is on the spot and Mr. Harkins is not even here.

Chairman Beekman said that he sees both sides, and understand that Mr. Harkins could have stepped in
early, possibly avoiding this issue, but he understands all issues. Chairman Beekman said because this
was tacked/nailed together it became a structure therefore making this an issue because of having to
obtain a required permit. Chairman Beekman said that there are many people who would not know
when they are building something if it was considered a structure. It is up to the resident to check with
Village Code or Village Code Enforcement Officer.

Mrs. Laws said that her concern was with what was being buried in the flower bed and that Mr. Harkins
was not responding to her calls. Mrs. Laws also explained her concerns on what residents bury during
construction.

Resident Emily Trapp of 27 Fraleigh Street spoke to say that she was happy with the repairs to chicken
coop.

Chairman Beekman closed the public comment session at 7:45pm.

Member Gubler said that considering this is a structure and comes out so many feet from the house,
and if the Board approves this variance, that it be approved as a flower box/planter and not used as a
foundation to add an extension to the house. Chairman Beekman said he agrees and can be
conditioned as a raised flower box. Member Duntz asked what if she does want to turn this into a
porch, would that affect the beauty of this property. Chairman Beekman said she would need another
variance. Member Duntz asked what if she sells the house 10 years from now and buyer wants to add
porch —they cannot do it — Chairman Beekman said they would have to get a new variance.

Chairman Beekman proceeded with Area Variance Tests:

#1. Undesirable Change in Neighborhood Character: No

#2. Alternative Cure Sought: No.

#3. Substantiality: Yes. Going from 30-ft. to 15ft.

#4. Adverse Effect or Impact: No.

#5. Not Self-Created: Yes self-created, but this Board understands why and how.

Chairman Beekman made a motion to approve the area variance at 36 Prince Street, Tax Grid #6272-10-
313724. The request is for relief from Chapter 200 Article 3 Section 200-9-D-5. A minimum set back
of 30 feet from the street line per the Village of Red Hook Zoning Code. The variance will permit the
erection of a raised wooden flower box 15 feet from the street line for a variance of 15 feet. Condition:
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The variance is also conditioned on the structure as a raised flower box only and on meeting all uniform
code or applicable laws as well as with standards and requirements of the Dutchess County Health
Department, if applicable. Motion seconded by Member Cuthell. All in favor.

Member Paul Duntz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15pm. Seconded by Member Duntz.
All in favor. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm.

Submitted by,

Doris Balacic-Scheuing
Secretary









