
VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
                                                   PLANNING BOARD MEETING           
                                                                  May 12, 2011 
 

                                                        
                                  

Present:  Chairman Everett Pearsall, Member Paul Fredricks, Member Stephen Zacharzuk &  
                Member Rodney Morrison 
 
Chairman Everett Pearsall made a motion to open the Public Comment at 7:00pm.  Seconded by 
Member Paul Fredricks.  All in favor.   
 
Chairman Pearsall advised that the public comment would remain open for 15 minutes. 
 
Red Hook resident Susan Mora spoke at this time to advise that the Elmendorph is a “gem” of 
this community and fantastic place for gatherings.  Elmendorph is important for our community 
and should be granted their variance.  There is alot of tourism associated with people coming to 
this area for fresh food and believes that the Elmendorph is doing a service to the community by 
holding the farmer’s markets. 
 
Red Hook resident Chris Klose of Echo Valley Farm spoke at this time to advise that he is for 
the Elmendorph.  Mr. Klose indicated that due to the economic development committee point of 
view we are taking a look at every way we can to promote and bring in new businesses –  
Business of our successful past which are businesses such as entrepreneurs, creativity, farming 
and small businesses, and we believe that the Elmendorph is a special example of an imaginable 
re-use over the last few years.  The reinvention of agriculture brings more and more people into 
this area. The Elmendorph is a central spot for connection and reinvention and the future depends 
on the good will of everyone to make this thing work.   
 
Red Hook resident Doug Strawinski of 21 Cedar Drive spoke on behalf of the Elmendorph.  Mr. 
Strawinski is on the Elmendorph Board and has had the opportunity to appreciate the building  
and understands the parking issues, and hopes that we can reach a compromise.   
 
Chairman Pearsall made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:15pm.  Seconded by Member 
Stephen Zacharzuk.  All in favor. 
 
Chairman Everett Regular called to order the regularly scheduled board meeting at 7:16pm.   
 
 
#1. Friends of Elemendorph, Inc.         7562 North Broadway                       Site Plan  
      Tax Grid #: 6272-06-479800  
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Beth Jones of the Elmendorph was present.   
 
Chairman Pearsall asked Ms. Jones if she had any comment.  Ms. Jones replied no. 
 
Chairman Everett Pearsall indicated that both he and CEO Sam Harkins measured the parking lot 
and they are some place in between 5-8 feet short.   
 
Ms. Jones indicated that the map was re-done (as proposal only) to show that the parking lot is 
expanded to match the guidelines of 24 feet between the parking spots of 9x18 feet.   
Ms. Jones said map shows exact dimensions. 
 
Everett Pearsall advised that the map is not a signed map.  Ms. Jones indicated correct, map is a 
proposal.  Chairman Pearsall reiterated that the map presented to the Board does not show 
conditions as they are now.   
 
Chairman Pearsall asked the Board if they understand the changes.  Member Fredricks asked  
what is the required number of parking spaces according to size?  Chairman Pearsall spoke on 
the issues of the ZBA contacting them via correspondent to allow the 50% reduction rule, with 
shared use of the radio station, and with expansion and variance from the ZBA.  Chairman 
Pearsall indicated spaces would be 39.   
 
Chairman Pearsall advised that the ZBA cannot issue a variance until the planning board 
approves the site plan. 
 
Member Rodney Morrison advised that the ZBA is looking for the planning board decision plus 
a referral.  Member Fredricks indicated that the PB can change it at any time.  Chairman Pearsall 
indicated yes.  Chairman Pearsall read aloud Village Zoning Code 200-33 (4) (b).   
 
Chairman Pearsall asked what the Board feels about the newly expanded site plan proposal. 
Member Rodney Morrison indicated that he feels that the Elmendorph could not have done 
anymore – they have not attempted to infringe in front yard (Route 9) and they are keeping it in 
character.  Member Zacharzuk asked when it was updated.  Member Morrison indicated date was 
April 15, 2011.    
 
Chairman Pearsall asked Board on their opinion on giving approval with conditions on parking 
lot expansion and variance.  Member Rodney Morrison indicated that in Village Code we have 
that kind of latitude, which is a significant amount of latitude in the code because we have to 
deal with existing conditions, things that cannot be changed, so from that perspective he has no 
issue with granting approval.  There is no expansion of the building.    
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Member Fredricks indicated he would have to recuse himself, but that the Village has a problem 
in that we are not built for the traffic we have today, therefore we have to give more latitude in 
approving things.  Member Fredricks did indicate that in the future they should come before the 
Board for permission before doing something.   
 
Ms. Jones did advise the Board that many of the members are not happy with expanding the 
parking lot, but that we are trying to do the right thing according to rules and regulations. 
 
Chairman Pearsall read aloud Village Zoning Code 200-33 (4) (b).   
 
Chairman Pearsall asked the Board for any questions or concerns.  No concerns from Board. 
 
Chairman Pearsall indicated that given the two establishments are on the same property, have 
their peak times of activity at different times, he hereby makes a motion to approve the 50% 
shared parking lot requirements with provision that should conditions change that the planning 
board shall have the discretion to require full compliance for each separate use upon finding that 
condition justifying joint use no longer exist for property located 7462 North Broadway.  
Seconded by Member Rodney Morrison.  All in favor.  
 
 
#2.  Geoffrey & Judith Carr                               15 Maizeland Road           90-Day Extension   
       Represented by Mark Graminski, P.E.   
       Tax Grid #: 6272-06-286937 
 
Mark Graminski was present representing Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Carr and requesting a 90-day 
extension for subdivision due to having to get the Resolution for subdivision approval from the 
Planning Board.  Mr. Graminski thought that the Village would have a resolution.  Mr.  
Graminski was advised that there was no resolution, but that the board minutes were legal. 
Mr. Graminski advised the Board that all other items are satisfied, but that technically, he would 
still need to request an extension. 
 
Chairman Pearsall made a motion to approve a 90-day extension as of April 1, 2011 for proposed  
3-lot minor subdivision for property located at 15 Maizeland Road.  Seconded by Member Paul  
Fredricks.  All in favor.  
 
Chairman Pearsall asked the Board if they reviewed March 10, 2011 minutes.   
 
Member Paul Fredricks made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 10, 2011 Planning  
Board meeting.  Seconded by Member Stephen Zacharzuk.  All in favor.   
 
THE MINUTES OF March 10, 2011 ARE APPROVED AS SUBMITTED. 
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Chairman Pearsall advised that effective April 22, 2011 planning board member Craig Thorpe-
Clark resigned from the Board due to legal requirements.  The Board wishes him well. 
 
Chairman Pearsall made a motion to close the planning board meeting at 8:00pm.  Seconded by  
Member Paul Fredricks.  All in favor.  
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
LARA HART 
Village of Red Hook 
Planning & Zoning Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


