
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 VILLAGE OF RED HOOK PLANNING BOARD 
 PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 
 JANUARY 15, 2009 
 7:30 PM 
 
 
Present: Dan Wheeler, Chairman; Gerald Jameison, Co-chairman; Evelyn Krueger, Member;       
         Everett Pearsall, Member; Paul Fredricks, Member; Jay Trapp, Planning & Zoning              
 Trustee; Sam Harkins, Village of Red Hook CEO/ZEO 
 
Absent: None 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING 
Marie Welch, Agent                             23 East Market Street                Change of Use/ Site Plan 
Theater to Restaurant                           Tax Grid #25-6272-10-466723-0000 
 
Chairman Wheeler open the Public Hearing, recuses himself and leaves the room because he is 
employed by the applicant.  Co-chair Jameison assumes the chair and asks Mr. Fraiman (owner 
of Firebird) to explain his plans for the property. He explains the restaurant is to be named the 
Firebird and will feature simple inexpensive food, drinks and music. Brian Schutz, P.E., filling in 
for Marie Welch, Agent, further explains the nature and location of the restaurant and states it 
will not be just a bar. 
 
Co-chairman Jameison then explains the rules of the public hearing: comments limited to 3 
minutes; speakers must sign in; speak only to the Board, not each other; keep repetitious 
comments to a few sentences. 
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Speakers: 
Trustee Jay Trapp, 27 Fraleigh Street, Red Hook, NY 
Mr. Trapp states he is speaking as a planner after many years as Chairman of the Village of Red 
Hook Planning Board. First, the Board must consider if the use is legal and hear the pros & cons 
of the location in the rear. He also notes that many of the businesses in the center of the Village 
can not meet some of the parking, off-loading of merchandise and other rules in the Village. 
 
Bob Heuer, 266 Fraleigh Lane, Red Hook, NY 
Mr. Heuer states he speaks as Mr. Lueck’s* father-in-law and lists several projects where his 
son-in-law’s work has brought improvement to an area. 
*Mr. Lueck is the owner of the property, Mr. Fraiman is owner of the restaurant who wishes to 
rent the space. 
 
Vicki Lueck, 1 Locust Hill Drive, Red Hook, NY. 
Ms. Lueck states she supports this new business. 
 
Sean Manna, 12 Amherst Road, Red Hook, NY 
Mr. Manna states he is an employee of the Fraimans Rhinebeck Firebird Restaurant and the 
restaurant does not deserve the reputation it has been given by some. 
 
Kirk Reichet, 78 Round Lake Road, Rhinebeck, NY 
Mr. Reichet, also an employee of the Fraimans, stated the Red Hook Firebird will be a restaurant 
not a bar only.  In addition, the streets in Red Hook are empty of cars in the evening. 
 
Marion Gerace, 17 East Market Street, Red Hook, NY 
Ms. Gerace states she rents an apartment from the Baright family and she is concerned about 
noise and smoke coming from the patrons of the restaurant. 
 
Matthew Heuer, 156 Moores Road, Germantown, NY 
Mr. Heuer states he worked at the Lyceum (proposed Firebird building) when it was a movie 
Theater and seated 300+ with no parking problem and does not see a problem with the 
restaurant plan. 
 
Todd Baright, Baright Realty,83 Apple Ring Road, Red Hook, NY 
Mr. Baright had a long printed statement which is attached. 
 
Scott Baright, Baright Realty, 83 Apple Ring Road, Red Hook, NY 
Scott Baright yields his time to Todd Baright. 
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Todd Baright has a map display showing residents in a 300 ft area and states only 2 businesses 
stay open late in the Village. 
 
Peter Klose, 35 East Market Street, Red Hook, NY  
Mr. Klose states that the real question is - is this a family restaurant or a bar?  He further states 
that the Planning Board should make the decision on septic, parking and type of business not the 
BOH. He notes that the police can not see activity in the rear of the building in a drive by patrol 
and submits a copy of the municipal parking lot lease which is month by month.   
 
Tom Cummings, P.E.., 148 Hollow Road, Staatsburg, NY  
He states he is representing Baright Realty.  He reads a 2 page printed comment letter regarding 
the septic and other concerns.  It is also attached. 
 
Donna M. Lown, 22 East Market Street, Red Hook, NY 
Ms. Lown states she has lived across from the Lyceum Building her whole life and expects some 
noise in the General Business Zone and more businesses are needed. 
 
Matthew Fraiman, 250 Ackert Hook Road, Rhinebeck, NY 
Mr. Fraiman states that other bars in the area used the Firebird parking lot in Rhinebeck and 3 or 
4 other restaurants businesses in both towns were on small lots. He also states that a Red Hook 
Firebird would bring jobs and customers to the business center. 
 
Michael Lueck, Locust Hill Road, Red Hook, NY 
Mr. Lueck reinforces Mr. Fraiman’s comments. 
 
Co-chairman Jameison moves to adjourn the Public Hearing for the Firebird Restaurant, 23 
Market Street, Tax Grid #25-6272-10-466723-0000, to the February 12, 2009 Planning Board 
Meeting at 7:15 PM. Member Pearsall seconds this motion and the vote is: Co-chairman 
Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; Member  Pearsall - Aye; Member Paul Fredricks - Aye. 
 
THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE FIREBIRD RESTAURANT, 23 EAST MARKET 
STREET I S ADJOURNED TO THE FEBRUARY 12, 2009 PLANNING BOARD MEETING 
AT 7:15 PM.   
 
Co-chairman Jameison moves that the Board take a 5 minute recess at 8:10 PM. Member 
Pearsall seconds this motion and the vote is: Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - 
Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. Co-chairman Jameison reopens the 
meeting at 
8:15 PM. 
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Applicant #1 
Marie Welch, Agent                            23 East Market Street                   Change of Use/Site Plan 
Tax Grid #25-6272-10-466723-0000 
 
Brian Schutz, for Marie Welch, states that the outdoor seating has been eliminated and all 
requirements have been met on site. Regarding parking, the 8 foot right way is owned by Mr. 
Lueck and a variance was granted in 1984 permitting parking. Mr. Schutz also noted that there 
was noise coming from the Theater at night when it was in operation and the Theater itself is 
soundproof. Mr. Lueck has spoken with Mr. Napoli of the BOH who advised waiting for an 
approved septic system - the antique store in front of the former Theater has a separate septic 
system.  Mr. Lueck submits pictures of trucks unloading in the street in the central business area. 
When asked the hours of operation, Mr. Fraiman stated 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  The Board asks 
what sort of sign is being considered and is told it will be an aluminum 4' x 4' facade sign if 
approved. Ms. Polidoro from the law office of George Rodenhausen, states the focus should be 
the site.  Mr. Lueck wants to research the variance and right of way. Co-chairman Jameison 
reads the D.F. Wheeler letter responding to the Klose Associates letter of 12/8/2008 and the 
Cummings  
Engineering letter of 12/5/2008 into the record (attached), the D.F. Wheeler letter dated 
01/16/2009 responding to the Cummings Engineering septic letter (attached) and the Cheri & 
Matthew Fraiman (proprietors of the Firebird Grill & Lounge) letter responding to the letters 
from Klose & Associates dated 12/8/2008 and the letter from Cummings Engineering, PC dated 
12/5/2008 (attached). Attorney Peter Klose asks that all D.F. Engineering input be stricken from 
the record.  The Board replies that many times Board members have recused themselves for 
various reasons.  
 
Co-chairman Jameison moves to recess the meeting for 5 minutes at 8:55 PM in order for the 
Board to read the legal opinion submitted by Victoria Polidoro re: the Barbara & Peter Schatz 
application.  Member Krueger seconds this motion and the vote is: Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; 
Member Krueger - Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye.  
 
Co-chairman calls the meeting back to order at 9:00 PM and Chairman Wheeler resumes the 
chair. 
 
Applicant #2 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church                7404-7426 S. Broadway                          Demolition Permit 
Marie Welch, Agent                           Tax Grid #25-6272-10-395562-0000 
 
Chairman Wheeler announces that Attorney Kevin Wade, representing the Lutheran Church, has 
requested that this application be tabled indefinitely, effectively withdrawing the application. 
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Applicant #3 
Peter & Barbara Schatz                        20 Linden Avenue                         Special Permit/Site Plan  
Accessory Two Car Garage with Accessory Apartment on Second Floor 
Tax Grid #25-6272-06-348879-0000 
 
Chairman Wheeler states that the Planning Board has received a letter from Victoria Polidoro of 
Rodenhausen, et al regarding the Schatz application (attached). Mr. Wheeler asks Ms. Polidoro 
to explain the letter in more detail.  She states that no conditions need be placed on a Special 
Permit - that the discretion of the Board is the only consideration. The additional conditions 
defined in 200-19 of the Code of the Village of Red Hook do not apply to apartments created by 
Special Permits. Member Fredricks states the primary objection of the neighbors was the 
creation of an apartment, not the garage. Chairman asks Peter & Barbara Schatz if they will 
agree to an extension of time for a decision until Dutchess County Planning sends their referral 
response 
They agree.  Chairman Wheeler moves to table this application to the February 12, 2009 
Planning Board meeting. Member Pearsall seconds this motion and the vote is: Chairman 
Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; 
Member Fredricks. - Aye. 
 
THE SCHATZ APPLICATION FOR 20 LINDEN AVENUE ACCESSORY GARAGE WITH 
ACCESSORY APARTMENT ON THE SECOND FLOOR, Tax Grid #25-6272-06-348879-
0000 IS TABLED TO THE FEBRUARY 12, 2009 PLANNING BOARD MEETING. 
 
Chairman Wheeler announces that applicants #4 & #5 have asked to be tabled to the February 
12, 2009 Planning Board meeting.  They are: 
 
Mark Graminski, Agent                      7567 North Broadway               Staff Two Lot Subdivision 
Tax Grid #25-6272-06-450818-0000 
        
Mark Graminski, Agent                      7536 North Broadway                                             Site Plan 
Renovation of an Equipment Building 
Tax Grid #25-6272-06-470753 
 
Chairman Wheeler moves to table both of these action to the February 12, 2009 Planning Board 
Meeting.  Member Pearsall seconds this motion and the vote is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-
chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - 
Aye. 
 
APPLICANTS #4 & #5 ARE TABLED TO THE FEBRUARY 12, 2009 PLANNING BOARD 
MEETING. 
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Applicant #6 
Tina Keil                                                 7393 South Broadway           Sign/Site Plan/Floral Shop 
Tax Grid #25-6272-10-314564-0000 
 
Ms Keil approaches the Board and explains that she wishes to open a floral shop in the former 
White Horse Liquors building. Her present shop, Bella Fiori, is located in Rhinebeck, NY. 
She states her business is 80% “metro” clients and primarily weddings.  Ms. Keil states she 
thinks her shop will generate traffic and business in Red Hook. Chairman Wheeler asks for a 
more detailed site plan, drawn to scale, showing lighting and parking.  Chairman Wheeler 
reviews the Short Form EAF submitted and no problems are found. Chairman Wheeler moves to 
award a Negative Declaration to this project.  Member Pearsall seconds this motion and the vote 
is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; Member 
Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. Chairman Wheeler moves to table further discussion of 
this project to the February 12, 2009 Planning Board Meeting.  Member Krueger seconds this 
motion and the vote is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member 
Krueger - Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. 
 
THE KEIL FLORAL SHOP PROJECT, TAX GRID #25-6272-10-314564-000,  IS GRANTED 
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND TABLED TO THE FEBRUARY 12, 2009 PLANNING 
BOARD MEETING. 
 
Applicant #7 
Martin & Elizabeth Willms                       7398 South Broadway                                  Site Plan 
Extension of a 20' x 40' Storage Building on an Existing Building 
Tax Grid #25-6272-10-338560-0000 
 
Mr. Willms approaches the Board and explains he wants to add a middle storage unit to the two 
corner units already existing. He explains the building extension will be one story and effect no 
catch basins.  The Board wants to see adequate separation for fire protection.  Coverage on the 
lot will not be a problem.  Chairman Wheeler reviews the Short Form EAF and no problems are 
found.  Chairman Wheeler and Mr. Willms sign the EAF form.  Chairman Wheeler moves the 
project be given a Negative Declaration.  Co-chairman Jameison seconds this motion and the 
vote is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; 
Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. Chairman Wheeler moves to table this project 
to the February 12, 2009 Planning Board Meeting. Member Fredricks seconds this motion and 
the vote is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member Krueger - Aye; 
Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. 
THE WILLMS SITE PLAN FOR 7398 SOUTH BROADWAY, TAX GRID #25-6272-10-
338560-0000 IS GRANTED A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND TABLED TO THE 
FEBRUARY 12, 2009 PLANNING BOARD MEETING. 
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Member Everett moves to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 PM. Co-chairman Jameison seconds this 
motion and the vote is: Chairman Wheeler - Aye; Co-chairman Jameison - Aye; Member 
Krueger - Aye; Member Pearsall - Aye; Member Fredricks - Aye. 
 
THE VILLAGE OF RED HOOK JANUARY 15, 2009 PLANNING BOARD PUBLIC 
HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING IS ADJOURNED AT 9:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Village of Red Hook 
Susan P. Nandor, Secretary 
Planning & Zoning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


