
 

VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

 
June 13, 2005 

 
 

Present:  Chairman Jay Trapp; Member Gerald Jameison; Member Evelyn Krueger;  
               Member Everett Pearsall; Trustee Edward Blundell 
 
Absent:  Co-chairman Dan Wheeler 
 
The meeting is called to order by Chairman Trapp at 7:30 PM. The minutes of the May 9, 
2005 meeting of the Village of Red Hook Planning Board are brought forward for 
consideration. Chairman Trapp moved to approve the minutes as written.  Member 
Krueger seconds this motion and all vote in favor. 
 
THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 9, 2005 VILLAGE OF RED HOOK PLANNING 
BOARD MEETING ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN. 
 
Under old business Chairman Trapp displays 3 letters written by the Town of Red Hook 
Planner regarding the width of streets proposed for the Anderson Commons development 
and directs the secretary to copy these letters and mail them to the village Planning Board 
members. Chairman Trapp requests that letters also be sent to the town highway 
superintendent and town Planning Board for their input on sidewalks, trees, etc. for this 
project. 
 
Arvine Coon, Head of the Red Hook Water Department, was scheduled to appear to 
confirm the adequacy of water for the several large developments slated for the village. 
However, he sent letters confirming the adequacy of the water supply and so, it was 
deemed unnecessary for him to appear in person. 
 
Applicant #1  
Mark Graminski, Agent             Knollwood Commons                 Townhouse/Site Plan 
Firehouse Lane (Old Soap Factory, Lot 2)  Tax Grid #25-6272-10-348532-0000 
 
Mark Graminski and Lou Sieverding come forward and establish that the official name 
for this project is now Knollwood Commons at Red Hook LLC. Mr. Graminski states that 
his client is now interested in purchasing the Old Soap Factory Lot #1 and developing it 
with a commercial and residential mixed use to coordinate with the townhouse 
development on Old Soap Factory Lot #2. There is discussion concerning the legalities of 
discussing this new application and how to proceed. The Board decides to look 
informally at the new project and then refer the question of how to proceed to Attorney 
George Rodenhausen. 
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Informal Presentation: 
 
The plans for the Old Soap Factory Lot #1 include: 
 a mix of commercial buildings and residential buildings 
 demolition of the Old Soap Factory building 
 the commercial buildings fronting on Route 9 
 a mews design plan 

 
Chairman Trapp states that having one concept on both parcels may be more attractive 
and Member Krueger agrees. Chairman Trapp opens the meeting to public comment. 
 
Rich Cook-Shiafo states asks if the green area in the center will be open to  
the public - yes; prefers all commercial be located on Route 9; requests a coordinated 
traffic study of the three major projects in process in this area of the village; requests 
sidewalks for pedestrians. 
 
Trustee Blundell asks if the law requires a separate application since the townhouse 
project has already received sketch plan approval.  
 
John McIlravy states that the long term plan is to interconnect the back roads of the town 
and village. 
 
The period of public comment is closed. 
 
Mr. Graminski states that the traffic study is on hold until the question is resolved. 
 
Chairman Trapp reads the letter from the Fire Department and the Dutchess County 
Planning Referral (attached) into the minutes. Chairman Trapp states the board can go no 
further until we hear from the attorney. Knollwood Commons at Red Hook LLC, is 
tabled until the July 11, 2005 Planning Board meeting. 
 
The Informal Presentation is closed. 
 
Applicant #2 
Morris Associates                   Anderson Commons                           Site Plan/Subdivision 
Keith Lore, Steve Tinkleman, Agents                                         Fisk Street & Baxter Road 
Tax Grid #’s 25-6272-11-594590-0000; 25-6272-11-619615-0000 
Requested Postponement until the July 11, 2005 Village of Red Hook Planning Board 
meeting. 
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Applicant #3 
Glen Brent, Agent                           Route 199 East                          Music Store Site Plan 
SPNH Music Productions               Tax Grid #25-6272-11-646717-0000 
 
Mr. Brent presents the new site plan with contours and elevations included.  He states 
that two (2) dead oak trees have been removed.  The roof pitch of the gable has been 
increased and the drainage goes under Route 199 into a wetland.  Member Jameison asks 
if the siding could be upgraded from the present site plan.  Mr. Brent replies that the 
developer/owners could not afford any upgrading of the siding.  Chairman Trapp notes 
that the new Design Guidelines adopted by the village can require certain physical and 
visual enhancements of elements of site plans. Member Jameison notes that shrubs take 
time to grow and should be at least 3-4 feet in height.  There is discussion of  buffering 
and plantings for the parking lot. Chairman Trapp states that the board wants more 
landscaping and Member Krueger reads from the Design Guidelines section of the Code. 
The board agrees that sketch plan approval is a possibility with improvements in the look 
and landscaping of this “gateway” to the village parcel.  Chairman Trapp opens the 
meeting for public comment. 
 
Rich Cook-Shiafo: asks for more information about the catch basin and pipe under Route 
199; states that a “gateway” building should have a better look. 
 
Trustee Blundell: asks about the placement of the building; the slope of the roof; and 
agrees that the “gateway” location of the building is important to consider. 
 
Member Gerald Jameison moves to approve the sketch plan for tax parcel #25-6272-11-
646717-0000 with stipulations that the next meeting for site plan review include the 
following:  a color rendition of the proposed site plan, a steeper roof pitch, upgraded 
siding and roof shingles, additional landscaping and engineered drawings, all sign 
designs and a check on the water flow under Route 199.  Member Krueger seconds this 
motion and all vote in favor. 
 
SKETCH PLAN APPROVAL IS APPROVED FOR TAX PARCEL 25-6272-11-
646717-0000 WITH THE ABOVE STIPULATIONS. 
 
Member Jameison moves to table this review until the July 11, 2005 regular Planning 
Board meeting.  Member Krueger seconds this motion and all vote in favor. 
 
THE SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR THE SPNH MUSIC PRODUCTIONS TAX PARCEL 
#25-6272-11-646717-0000 IS TABLED UNTIL THE REGULAR PLANNING BOARD 
MEETING ON JULY 11, 2005. 
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Informal Discussion 

 



 

William Spearman           Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union         Bank Options 
 
Mr. Spearman, CEO of the Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union presents several 
renderings of recent buildings built by the Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union and 
expresses the desire of the credit union to remain in the Village of Red Hook. Chairman 
Trapp states that the village encourages business development but no comments can be 
made until a site is chosen and application made to the Planning Board. 
 
Chairman Trapp requested Member Pearsall survey traffic patterns and speeds on village 
roads and report back to the board. 
 
Member Jameison moves to adjourn the June 13, 2005 meeting of the Village of Red 
Hook Planning Board at 9:40 PM. Member Krueger seconds this motion and all vote in 
favor. 
 
THE JUNE 13, 2005 MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF RED HOOK PLANNING 
BOARD IS ADJOURNED AT 9:40 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Village of Red Hook 
Susan P. Nandor, Secretary 
Planning & Zoning 
 
 
 
 
 

 


