
VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
WORKSHOP 

NOVEMBER 21, 2013 
6:00 PM 

 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Blundell, Deputy Mayor Kovalchik, Trustee Norris, Trustee Trapp, 
Trustee Zacharzuk, Clerk Cole and Village Attorney Victoria Polidoro 
 
Mayor Blundell opened the meeting with zoning revisions for new drive-through facility 
and car charging stations, (stations would require a swipe card for purchase of a 
charge).  Trustee Zacharzuk states this is a new concept.  Deputy Mayor Kovalchik 
states it should be defined in generic form.  Attorney Polidoro states she has wording for 
the definition of station and the text should be a 10% reduction in parking. 
  
Mayor Blundell submitted from California (Chico) a definition:  Drive-in and drive-
through facilities. 
 
Any retail, trade or service use providing drive-in or drive-through facilities shall be 
designed and operated to effectively mitigate problems of air pollution, congestion, 
excessive pavement, litter, lighting, noise, and appearance in the following manner:  

 Pedestrian walkways should not intersect the drive-through drive aisles, but 
where they do, they shall have clear visibility, and be emphasized by enhanced 
paving or markings.  

 Drive-through aisles shall have a minimum 15-foot interior radius at curves and a 
minimum 12-foot width.  Each drive-through entrance and exit shall be at least 
100 feet from an intersection of public rights-of-way, measured at the closest 
intersecting curbs, and at least 25 feet from the curb cut on the adjacent 
property.  Also, each entrance to an aisle and the direction of flow shall be clearly 
designated by signs and/or pavement markings or raised curbs outside of the 
public right-of-way.  

 Each drive-through aisle shall provide sufficient stacking area at the minimum of 
20 feet per vehicle in advance of the service window or automated teller machine 
(ATM), to accommodate a minimum of six vehicles.  In lieu of this standard, an 
interior traffic study which models vehicular queuing may be prepared for 
planning staff review.  The stacking area shall not interfere with other on-site 
circulation and parking facilities.  

 The provision of drive-through service facilities shall not justify a reduction in the 
number of required off-street parking spaces.  

 All service areas, trash storage areas, and ground-mounted and roof-mounted 
mechanical equipment shall be screened from ground-level view from adjacent 
properties or public rights-of-way.  

 Signs – illumination?? – shall not exceed 24 square feet in area, with a maximum 
height of 6 feet, and shall face away from public rights-of-way.  Outdoor speakers 
shall be located at least 50 feet from any residentially zoned parcel.  Noise levels 
measured at the property line of a drive-in or drive-through facility shall not 
increase the existing ambient noise levels in the surrounding area.  
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 Drive-through shall have an architectural style and project design consistent with 
the theme established in the building style.  The architecture of any drive-through 
restaurant shall provide compatibility with the Pattern Book and surrounding uses 
in terms of form, materials, color, landscaping, and scale.  

 Each drive-through aisle shall be appropriately screened with a combination of 
landscaping, low walls, and/or berms to prevent headlight glare and direct 
visibility of vehicles from impacting adjacent streets and parking lots.  

 An 8-foot-high solid decorative wall shall be constructed on each property line 
that is adjoining a residentially zoned parcel.  The design of the wall and the 
proposed construction materials shall be subject to architectural review.  (Ord. 
2185). 

 
Also, a vote should be taken.  There is no need for further discussion if approval is not 
met.  A roll call was done as follows:  Mayor Blundell votes yes, but with some revision 
and to exist with proper flow.  Trustee Zacharzuk votes yes with restrictions.  Trustee 
Norris votes yes, but not McDonald’s or Burger King.  Deputy Mayor Kovalchik votes no, 
and feels it limits other business and feels it creates a problem with walkability and 
traffic.  Trustee Trapp votes yes with regulations.  Mayor Blundell states he respects 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik, feels he is a prime player and his input is necessary in the 
preparation of zoning changes.  These changes will be in the General Business and 
should work with lot size – not too many lots left.  Attorney Polidoro states a 1 acre 
minimum is possible.  Trustee Trapp states 1.5 acres would be sufficient.  Deputy 
Mayor Kovalchik states the location of the drive-through is important (where).  The 
definition of an accessory structure (canopy) should be detached (separate), and then it 
would be considered an accessory structure.  Attorney Polidoro states you can define 
any way you want.  Trustee Trapp states one per site, not visible, go with 1.5 acre 
minimum and number of lanes to 1.  The by-pass lane can be played into the site plan.  
Trustee Zacharzuk states a canopy with pillars will restrict car space.  Trustee Trapp 
states it is better with poles.  Deputy Mayor Kovalchik states it may be hard to justify 
structure.  Trustee Zacharzuk states he is in favor of a by-pass lane.  Deputy Mayor 
Kovalchuk states should be 18’ with 2 lanes and a minimum or maximum should be 
defined.  Trustee Norris states should be one window.  Attorney Polidoro states it 
should be defined in the definition.  Deputy Mayor Kovalchik also states there should be 
in external speakers (ordering stations).  Attorney Polidoro stated the Board should 
decide if the location will be in the rear or the side/rear.  Deputy Mayor Kovalchik states 
he would prefer in the rear where not visible. 
 
Mayor Blundell made a motion to adjourn the workshop at 7:00 PM.  Trustee Norris 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Cynthia Cole 
Clerk/Treasurer 


