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VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

OCTOBER 1, 2012 
7:30 PM 

 
Present:  Mayor Blundell, Deputy Mayor Kovalchik, Trustee Trapp, Trustee Norris, 
Trustee Zacharzuk 
 
Mayor Blundell opened the meeting at 7:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
DM Kovalchik made a motion to accept minutes from September 10th Village Board 
meeting and September 20th workshop.  Trustee Trapp seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Blundell welcomed new trustee Steve Zacharzuk to the Board.  Steve has been 
attending Village Board meetings for 7 years and was a member of the Village Planning 
Board.  Trustee Zacharzuk will be working with water on day to day level and reports, 
handling the Village’s wireless, cell tower and facilities demands. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Clerk Cole read the Treasurer’s report for the month of September:  Balances as of Oct. 
1st:  General $ 531,100.08, Water $ 11,648.99, Trust & Agency $ 13,371.17, Resource 
Recovery $ 557.11, Petty Cash $ 47.88, Village Green, $ 2,533.16, Hardscrabble $ 
6,263.38, Health Ins. $ 8,060.48.  Monthly expenses:  
$ 69,441.82, Water $ 6,275.68, T & A $ 13,371.17, Resource Recovery $ 2,718.11.  DM 
Kovalchik made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Trustee Trapp seconded.  
All were in favor.   
Clerk Cole reported unpaid taxes of $ 44,194.39. 
 
POLICE 
 
Sergeant Hildenbrand read the police report for September:  109 incidents; 107 UTT’s, 
10 arrests.  A grant from DCJS for $ 9,500.00 was signed and approved.  These funds 
will be used to purchase police equipment, a new server and body armor. 
 
WATER 
 
Trustee Zacharzuk read the water report:  2 bacteria samples were taken and sent to 
lab, POC samples retaken and sent to lab as requested by DCHD as a result of spill at 
Town Highway Garage – results not received yet, SOC sample was taken and sent to 
lab – results not received yet, located water lines at:  Town Highway Garage (old) & 
Sunoco for sign installation, turned off water at 16 Tower Street as requested (Rogers).  
Average daily usage for the month:  252,733. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
Trustee Trapp read the planning and zoning report for the month of September:  15 
building permits, 6 certificates of occupancy, 40 certificates of compliance, 1 municipal 
search, 1 order to remedy, 2 fire inspections, 2 complaints.  $ 975.00 was collected in 
fees.  Trustee Trapp thanked all of those who donated to the HUGS from Home.  Also, 
Hardscrabble Day was a great success with the Tubes, great concert, good food, great 
day.  Trustee Trapp met with Planning Chair Everett Pearsall to discuss what a great 
job he and his board members are doing. 
 
The 2013 Block Grant has some funds left over after finishing sidewalk projects.  John 
Wase submitted a proposal to reset pavers that are uneven in the amount of $ 
18,000.00.  This would also include some grinding of the sidewalks.  A product called 
polymetic sand will be used to set the pavers, which should keep them stable for the life 
of the paver. 
 
GARBAGE  
Trustee Norris read the garbage report for the month of September:  
 
We do not have the invoice yet to know how many tons of single stream or garbage we 
generated.  We sold $ 3,510.50 in garbage tags.  We are promoting our pay as you 
throw garbage system:  for the next three months, receive a free garbage tag when you 
purchase ten tags.  This offer is only available at the Village Hall, which is open from 9-4 
Monday-Friday. 
 
Mayor Blundell stated that from October 1st through December 31st, residents who 
purchase 10 tags will receive one free.   
 
HIGHWAY 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 

1. Red Hook Village Sidewalk Project – PIN:  8760.64 
 
a. Work is complete on the Sidewalk Project.  Approximately 1,100 linear feet of 

sidewalk on West Market Street (between Phillips Street and Benner Road), 
two (2) ADA-compliant mid-block crosswalks (Prince Street to Firehouse 
Plaza and Fraleigh Street to the Red Hook Library), new crosswalk signs, 
crosswalk striping and a new raised curb with brick pavers (Firehouse Plaza) 
have been installed. 
 

b. The Red Hook Village Sidewalk Project has been funded by grants from the 
FHWA STP Small Urban Grant Program and the NYSDOT. 
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2. Catch basins have been installed on Fraleigh Street and Cambridge Drive.  The 
$6,000.00 Project will be funded in part from a 2008-2009 NYS Assembly 
Member Item Grant of $5,000.00 from former Assemblyman Marcus J. Molinaro.  
The balance of the cost will be deducted from the Maintenance of Streets – 
Street Maintenance Budget Line (#5110.42). 
 

3. Forty yards of topsoil and grass seed have been purchased and will be used to 
transition the existing grade to the finish elevation of the new Park Avenue 
Sidewalk.  Costs for this material will be reimbursed from the 2011-2012 CDBG 
Sidewalk Project.  Labor costs for regarding has been provided by the Red Hook 
Village Highway Department. 
 

4. The first fall brush pick-up has been scheduled from September 26 through 
October 5, 2012.  Additional brush pick-ups will be scheduled after leaf pick-up.  
Residents are reminded to bring brush to curbside and limit brush pile size to 6’ x 
6’. 
 

5. The Red Hook Village Landfill, located on Route 199 east of the Village is still 
open for the season.  Village residents, with permits, can deposit yard 
brush/debris at the Landfill on Saturdays from 9:00am to 2:00pm.  Permits are 
available at the Red Hook Village Building for $20.00.  Announcements for the 
Landfill closing date are forthcoming. 
 

6. An opening reception for the new Red Hook Village/Town Highway Garage was 
held on September 21, 2012.  Officials and crew members from both the Village 
and Town attended. 
 

7. An Intermunicipal Agreement between the Village and Town of Red Hook, 
regarding Municipal Shared Use of the Town Highway Garage was adopted on 
September 10, 2012 by the Village Board of Trustees and on September 12, 
2012 by the Town Council. 
 

8. Scrap metal was sold on September 4, 2012 yielding revenue of $255.80.  The 
total revenue generated to date for the FY2012-2013 budget year is $887.94.  
Since inception of the Scrap Metal Recycling Program in September, 2007, 
$12,747.33 has been generated.  Proceeds from this program go toward 
purchasing tools and equipment for the RHV Highway Department.  Residents 
and businesses interested in donating scrap metal can contact Dan Streib at 
845-758-8600 or Cindi Cole at 845-758-1081.  The Village will assist by picking 
up scrap metal as requested. 
 

ITF 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 
1.  Red Hook Sewer Project 
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a. A surface/subsurface water quality test is being conducted by a Bard College 

graduate student.  Testing procedures and standards are being considered with 
the NYSEFC, NYSDEC and the NYSDOH.  The test results will help determine if 
existing septic/cesspool systems within parts of the Village are functioning 
properly. 
  

2.  Red Hook Water Project 
 

a. Phase I/Contract 1G (Well Field Improvement – Prime General Contract), Phase 
I/Contract 1E (Well Field Improvement – Prime Electrical Contract) and Phase 
I/Contract 2 (Meter and Meter-Head Replacement Contract) were advertised and 
available for review from September 10 – 20, 2012. 
 

b. Bid proposals were opened on September 20, 2012, 2:00pm, at the Red Hook 
Village Building.  Cindi Cole, Ed Blundell, Brent Kovalchik and Robert Flores 
(C.T. Male) attended. 

 Two (2) contractors submitted bid proposals for Contract 1G (General). 
 Seven (7) contractors submitted bid proposals for Contract 1E (Electrical). 
 Two (2) contractors submitted bid proposals for Contract 2 (Water Meter 

Installation). 
 

c. Bids are anticipated to be awarded in October, 2012, with an anticipated 
completion date of January, 2013. 

 
d. Short-term financing is in the process of being reviewed and approved by the 

NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation.  A mid-October, 2012 final approval is 
anticipated. 
 

e. Upon closing of short-term financing with the NYSEFC, the $1.3 million loan 
application process with USDA-RD will be finalized.  Contract Awards will be 
approved upon final loan application approval by the USDA-RD. 
 

3.  Brent Kovalchik attended the “Placemaking in a Changing Climate:  The Urban 
Landscape” symposium at the Norrie Point Environmental Center in Staatsburg, 
New York on September 10, 2012.  Urban placemakers, sustainable site design, 
urban center resilience/revitalization, green infrastructure in urban land-use 
strategies, and economic development strategies were presented and discussed.  
The symposium was sponsored by Sustainable Hudson Valley. 

 
4.  Intermunicipal Task Force (ITF) 
 

a. The Intermunicipal Task Force (ITF) met on September 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2012 at 
the Red Hook Town Building. 
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b. The ITF is currently reviewing and proposing amendments to the existing zones 
located within the National Historic Landmarks District.  Demolition provisions of 
historic structures and amenities, build-out standards, Historic and Natural 
Resource Survey/Environmental Overlay Map, scenic viewsheds and bulk 
regulations of the Town of Red Hook Zoning Law are being reviewed and 
proposed zoning revisions are being prepared for recommendation and 
consideration to the Red Hook Town Board. 

 
VILLAGE GREEN 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 
1. The current balances of the Village Green Committee’s related budget accounts 

as of September 30, 2012 are as follows:   
 

 Community Beautification – Contractual Expenses (#8510.4)  
Balance ……………………….……………..………………..  $    4,584.11 
 

 Shade Tree – Contractual Expenses (#8560.4) 
Balance ……………………………………………………….  $    5,995.40 
 

 Village Green Committee Checking Account 
Balance ……………………………………………………….. $    2,483.16 

 
2. No Village Green Committee Meetings were held during the month of 

September, 2012. 
 
3. Tentative dates for the annual Fall Planting are either October 27, 2012 or 

November 3, 2012.  Tree sites in Richard Abraham’s Park, Fraleigh Street, North 
Broadway, Park Avenue, Prince Street, Cambridge Drive and the Red Hook 
Library are being considered. 

 
4. Integral Tree and Landscape, Inc. pruned trees in the Village General Business 

District.  (4 Locust trees on South Broadway; 1 tree on Bassett Lane).  The 
$1,740.00 cost for this service will be deducted from the Shade Tree – 
Contractual Expenses budget line (#8560.4). 

 
5. Sally Dwyer-McNulty and Brent Kovalchik operated the Village Green Committee 

booth on Hardscrabble Day, September 22, 2012.  Tree species posters, tree 
care manuals, and informational / educational pamphlets were distributed. 

 
6. Six (6) of the twenty-three (23) benches have been installed.  The remaining 

benches will be installed during October, 2012 pending contractors’ schedule.  
Tentative installation dates are between October 9 and October 12, 2012 
(weather permitting). 

 



 
 
 
 

6 
 

 Reimbursements from the 2007-2008 NYSDEC Urban and Community Forestry 
Grant, a 2004-2005 NYS Assembly Member Item Grant, and donations from the 
RHACoC, Red Hook Rotary and Kearney Realty Group will be used for the 
purchase and installation of the benches. 

 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the following monthly reports: 
Red Hook Town Economic Development Committee (EDC)  
Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Liaisons 
 
Community Preservation Fund / Farmland Protection (CPF/FLP) Advisory 
Committee  
Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative/Member 
 
Red Hook Zoning Review Committee (ZRC)  
Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative/Member 
 
Red Hook Town/Village Shared Services Committee  
Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives/Members 
 
Red Hook Together  
Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives/Members 
 
Red Hook Town Economic Development Committee (EDC) – Monthly Report 
September, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Liaisons 

 
a. The EDC met on September 13 and 27, 2012 at the RHV Building.  The following 

items were discussed: 
 Investors’ status with the Red Hook Promotional Video. 
 Reviewed status and progress of re-development proposals of the former 

IGA site. 
 Reviewed the EDC’s mission “To support and retain existing businesses, 

foster expansion of commerce and enhance the community,” including:  
alternate retail locations/establishments, needs/challenges of existing 
businesses, strategies to overcome space limitations in the Village 
Commercial Center, on-line services, and establishment of 
connections/relationships with business owners.  

 
Community Preservation Fund / Farmland Protection Advisory Committee – Monthly 
Report 
September, 2012 – Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative / Member 

 
a. There were no Community Preservation Fund/Farmland Protection Advisory 

Committee Meetings held during the month of September, 2012. 
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b. An Intermunicipal Agreement between the Villages and Town of Red Hook is 
being prepared to seek approval from each of the municipalities to use portions 
of the CPF for projects being considered for conservation easements and/or 
preservation located in a one specific municipality. 

  
Red Hook Town Zoning Review Committee (ZRC) – Monthly Report 
September, 2012 – Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative / Member 
 

a. There were no ZRC Meetings held during the month of September, 2012.  
 
Red Hook Town/Village Shared Services Committee – Monthly Report 
September, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives / 
Members 
 

a. There were no Shared Services Committee Meetings held during the month of 
September, 2012.  

 
Red Hook Together – Monthly Report 
September, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives / 
Members 

 
a. A Red Hook Together Meeting was held at the Red Hook Library.  The following 

items were discussed: 
 

 RH Library 
i. The Robotics Program, collaboration with the Bard College Computer 

Club will continue its program at the Library.  Primarily geared for High 
School students, the Program is being considered to be expanded to 
include adults as well. 

ii. Mandarin Chinese language courses are once again being offered.  Check 
with the Red Hook Library for more information. 

iii. Sister Cities/Palestinian Youth Initiative welcomed the Mayor from Mas’ha 
Palestine at the Hardscrabble Day Parade on September 22, 2012.  
Bard College is currently developing a relationship with a small village 
in Israel as a companion Sister City candidate. 

 
 Bicentennial Committee 

i. October 9, 2012 – The Red Hook Quilt will be dedicated and permanently 
located at the Red Hook Town Hall. 

ii. October 13, 2012 – Closing celebrations will be held at the Elmendorf Inn.  
A time capsule will be dedicated and placed for future generations. 

 
 Red Hook Area Chamber of Commerce 

i. Two new businesses have or will soon be opened in the Village of Red 
Hook.  The Village welcomes the Bread and Bottle (formerly Merritt 
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Bookstore) and the Enchanted Café (formerly Red Hook Health Food 
Store/Tobacco Building). 

 
 PTSA (Parent/Teacher/Student Association 

i. October 27, 2012 – “Monster Mash”, a Halloween celebration, will be held 
at the RH Firehouse between 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. 

ii. October 3, 2012 – Village Pizza will be donating 25% of their proceeds 
taken in on this day to the PTSA. 

iii. “Super Parents”, a group of parents that will work with other civic groups 
on community events has been established. 

 
 RHCAN (Red Hook Community Arts Network and Artists’ Collaborative 

i. September 26 – October 28, 2012.  “Animalis” runs at the RHCAN Gallery 
on North Broadway.  Opening reception is on September 29th from 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. 

ii. PANDA will begin filming short informational videos highlighting exhibits 
and programs of the RHCAN. 

iii. October 27, 2012 – “Soup CAN”, featuring homemade soups, will be held 
at the Emporium (South Broadway).  The event is to present and re-
introduce RHCAN to the community.  This event is co-sponsored by 
the RHACoC. 

iv. Dutchess County Arts Council is now the fiscal sponsor of RHCAN.  
Donations can now be considered “charitable” contributions. 

 
 Bard College Center for Civic Engagement 

i. The Center for Civic Engagement has registered or re-registered over 600 
students to vote in the November general election. 

ii. A candidates “meet and greet” is tentatively scheduled for October 23 or 
30, 2012.  Meet candidates, or their representatives, running for 
Federal, State and Local Officers. 

iii. November 2, 2012 – A “Teach-In” is scheduled to discuss topics centered 
around the November elections. 

iv. Citizen Science – Over 500 Bard College Students will participate to assist 
local public schools with science-oriented programs.  Approximately 
2,000 students will participate with the Bard College students. 

 
PUBLIC EVENTS 
 
Mayor Blundell announced the annual Panda meeting on October 24th at 6:30 pm.   
 
Also, Mayor Blundell would like to mention in the next newsletter about the private 
company that will be installing the new water meters throughout the Village.  Another 
option is to send letters separately to all residents.  Trustee Zacharzuk asked if the new 
company will wear IDs.  Mayor Blundell stated yes.   
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Trustee Zarchzuk stated that his goal is to maintain contracts for vendors on the 
building. To review the sidewalks on the north side of the Village Hall, the Village 
parking lot and the green area to be kept clean. 
 
ZONING MAP REVISIONS 
 
Trustee Trapp stated that the Village is in possession of a digital copy of the zoning 
revisions.  Lot lines were cleaned up to be consistent with zoning lines so properties are 
not split...  The Village has lead agency.  SEQRA and Negative Declaration were 
reaffirmed per the October 2010 original work...  The original public hearing was held in 
the summer of 2010. Mayor Blundell made a motion to reaffirm these prior steps of the 
zoning map.  Trustee Trapp seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Blundell created lot labels for a method to identify newly subdivided land on  
Firehouse Lane, by St. Paul Lutheran Church.  Initial label included a lot “A” and Lot ‘C” 
in NMU motion approve lot line maps.  Existing maps were modified with letters hand 
drawn on the document. 
 
DM Kovalchik stated the Land Conservation Dist. already exists, idea is to have a wet 
land map as a tool for planning and zoning – to use 1 or 2 maps is the question.  Line 
revision also occurs here on existing property borders at the LC zone.  Trustee Trapp 
wants a map to show wetland overlay.  Trapp wants future planning board members to 
have wetland maps, ok to footnote to another map.  
 
DM Kovalchik stated option B in NMU is for small commercial use to supplement a 
planner’s idea for a commerce area near Chocolatge Factory..  Mayor Blundell stated B 
boarders existing residents and does not want businesses in someone back yard.  DM 
Kovalchik is in favor of business in NMU. 
 
Motion - Mayor Blundell moved to combine lot A & C into NMU, B will stay in R 10,000.  
Trustee Trapp seconded.  DM Kovalchik stated LC flat wetland over lap map at later 
date and reference current map. 
 
VOTE 
Mayor Blundell  aye 
Trustee Zacharzuk no 
Trustee Norris no 
Trustee Kovalchik no 
Trustee Trapp aye 
 
Motion failed for NMU lines on Firehouse Lane issue. 
 
A new motion was crafted to include lots labeled A, B and C into the NMU and keep the 
same line revisions at LC.  Motion made and seconded. 
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Trustee Trapp stated opposition to moving ABC into NMU, but is OK on LC, put LC in 
wetland overlay map at a later time, but that it is a bad move putting B into NMU – must 
have a variance to get something. Mayor Blundell was still opposed to adding third lot to 
NMU. 
 
 
 
 
 
VOTE  
Mayor Blundell  no 
Trustee Zacharzuk  aye 
Trustee Norris  aye 
Trustee Kovalchik  aye 
Trustee Trapp  no 
 
Motion carried with all three Firehouse Lane areas in the NMU (ABC). 
 
RESOLUTION 12-2012 – 2013 Dutchess County Block Grant 
Clerk Cole read resolution 13-2012 
RESOLUTION FOR THE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 
2013 DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
PROGRAM APPLICATION  
Project: water well infrastructure enhancement 
Presented by Mayor Blundell 
WHEREAS the Village of Red Hook is participating in the Dutchess County Community 
Development Consortium for Fiscal Year 2013 and 
WHEREAS input from citizens and groups has been received and considered 
WHEREAS an application has been prepared which address our community concerns 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Dutchess County Community 
Development Consortium Fiscal Year 2013 application for the Village of Red Hook 
including the  certification including therein by  and hereby is approved 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the submission of said application to the Dutchess 
County Department of Planning and Development is and herby is authorized 
 
A Motion was made by Mayor Blundell to approve resolution 12-2012 
RESOLUTIUON  12-2012.  Trustee Trapp seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
2012 Energize NY – Mayor Blundell submitted to the Board a resolution from Energize 
NY – this is a lending participation energy audit for home owners and at no cost to the 
community.  There is no income limits.  Clerk Cole read the resolution:  
Whereas,, the Village Board o red Hook wishes to participate in the Energize New York 
Program currently being piloted in the northern Westchester County, in order to extend 
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the benefits of this residential energy efficiency program to the residents throughout the 
Town/Village/City 
Whereas, the Energize Program requires local community participation in order to 
maximize the outreach in driving demand for energy upgrades of homes; and 
Whereas, the Energize Program makes a robust toolkit of esources, including technical 
assistance, print and online materials, available to municipalities that agree to undertake 
the Energize Program 
Whereas, eligibility for participation is predicated upon the municipality’s adoption of the 
Energize Partnership Pact;  
Now, therefore be it resolved: that the Village Board of Red Hook hereby adopts the 
Energize Partnership Pact, which states as follows Energize New York and the Village 
of Red Hook will work together to identify the key community resources, to wit, a 
Municipal Energize Liaison, Energize Champions, and Sponsors, to support the short 
and long term success of the Energize Program in Red Hook 
Be It Further Resolved the Village of Red Hook authorizes the Village Mayor to appoint 
a Municipal Energize Liaison or Liaisons fr4om among municipal staff or cifvic 
volunteers, with affirmation by the Board and the understanding that the Liaisons will 
service as the chief points of contact between the Energize staff and the Village of Red 
Hook and its resident and civic associations and groups interesting in promoting 
residential energy efficiency; and  
Be It Further Resolved: The Liaison will work with the Energize staff to identify Energize 
Champions who typically will be homeowners in the community who have already 
undergone a Home Performance energy assessment and implemented energy upgrade 
to achieve savings and whose role will be assist the Liaison in indentifying local civic 
groups, both formal and informal, also known as Sponsors (a.k.a. Local Trusted 
Sources), whose members may be interested in learning about residential energy 
efficiency; and 
Be It Further Resolved The Liaison and local Energize Champions will collaborate in the 
opening doors with civic groups for presentations about the Energize Programs 
information, and any other outreach methods that the Municipal Liaisons Champions, 
and Sponsors may find effective in tailoring the Energize Program to this municipality. 
 
Mayor Blundell made a motion to approve resolutions 13-2012.  Trustee   Norris 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Arleen Harkins asked why the band for Hardscrabble day was not a local band.  Where 
did they sleep and eat. Also, is it fair for the tax payers to pay for the concert.  Mayor 
Blundell responded that the Town and Village pay $ 2000.00 and the rest comes from 
donations.  The band cost $ 9,000.00, donors get their name on a poster and on the 
state as advertising.  Red Hook didn’t have any big band names. Hardscrabble Day 
brings in a lot of people shopping in our stores and eating lots of food.  Red Hook is 
lucky for such the opportunity, people come from afar for this concert.  Ms. Harkins also 
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stated she didn’t feel the band (language) was appropriate for people with children.  
Some families had to leave the concert.   
 
Trustee Trapp made a motion to pay bills after audit.  Trustee Norris seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor. 
 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Trustee Zacharzuk 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Cynthia Cole 
Clerk/Treasurer 


