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VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

MARCH 5, 2012 
7:30 

Present:  Mayor Blundell, Deputy Mayor Kovalchik, Trustee Trapp, Trustee Norris, Trustee Seymour was 
absent.   
 
Mayor Blundell opened the meeting at 7:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Trustee Kovalchik made a motion to accept the minutes from February 6th and 16th.  Trustee Norris 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Clerk Cole read the Treasurer’s report for the month of February:  Balances: General $ 7,711.81, Water  
$ 15,510.34, T & A $ 29,190.60, Resource Recovery $ 331.84, Petty cash $ 39.85, Village Green $ 
2,533.16, Hardscrabble $ 3,663.74, Health Insurance $ 1,793.72, Monthly expenses: General $ 
66,094.02, Water $ 58,762.97, T & A $ 29,190.60, Resource Recovery $ 6,350.60.  Mayor Blundell stated 
that we are in our last quarter of the budget.  All departments should have a tentative department 
budget in by March 20th. 
 
POLICE 
 
Mayor Blundell read the police report for the month of February: 119 incidents, 78 UTT’s, 17 arrests. 
 
WATER 
 
Mayor Blundell read the water report for the month of February: 2 bacteria samples were taken and 
sent to lab; replace broken stems and risers at 68 & 76 Fraleigh Street, average daily usage for the 
month: 236,655.  Mayor Blundell stated Trustee Seymour is having some health issues and will be having 
surgery in the month of March.  All of our thoughts and prayers are with him during this time. 
 
PLANNING/ZONING 
 
Trustee Trapp read the planning and zoning report for the month of February: 5 building permits, 2 
certificates of occupancy, 6 certificates of compliance, 1 CO, 1 order to remedy, 1 fire inspection, 2 
complaints, 15 inspections.  $ 2,332.50 was collected in fees.  Trustee Trapp also reported: RFP for the 
MI grant is done and will present it at the workshop meeting.  The new revised zoning map is also 
complete and will also be presented at the workshop meeting.  
 
RESOURCE RECOVERY 
 
Trustee Norris read the resource recovery report for the month of February: commingle 2.38 T, 
cardboard/newspaper, garbage 9.12 T @ $ 880.31.  Mayor Blundell stated the Village is now allowed to 
use single stream recycling.  If a Village resident recycles and uses compost they should be able to use 
Village garbage for $ 10.00 a month.  
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The following reports were read by Trustee Norris:          3‐5‐12 
 
Senior Services: 
Food Drive, sponsored by the Red Hook Seniors and the Town of Red Hook Senior Services 
Committee, will be held March 27th and April 3rd to benefit the Dutchess County Community 
Action in Red Hook.  Drop off donations at the Red Hook Firehouse from 1‐3.   
 
Parks and Rec: 
Egg Scramble will be Saturday, March 31, at 12:30 at the Middle School, with an egg hunt at 
1pm.  Bring your own basket! 
 
Garbage: 
We had a lower output month this month, with 9.12 tons of garbage, 2.38 tons of comingled, 
and 3.49 tons of newspaper/cardboard.  We paid $880.31 for garbage and took in $3,307 in 
garbage tag sales. 
 
We are now SINGLE STREAM recycling!  Everything: paper, comingled and newspaper can now 
be placed into one single bin for pick up.  We are not charged for this service, all our recycling is 
free, we are just charged for garbage.  
 
Red Hook High School will sponsor a run on Apple Blossom Day (May 12) * Fun Run * there will 
be a small fee to enter this race and will be 3.5 miles long.  
 
Northern Dutchess News featured an article on the new solar panels at the Red Hook Fire 
House.  These panels were installed by a grant from NYSRDA.  The Village issued an easement 
to the fire department for the panels to be installed on Village property. 
 
Clerk Cole read a press release in regards to Travis Miller of Red Hook Estates – Travis was one 
of 50 applicants chosen for the semi‐finals of Major League Baseball’s 2012 Fan Cave Contest – 
Travis, 26, graduated from Red Hook School and is a 2008 graduate of Marist College in sports 
communication in Poughkeepsie.  He is currently a freelance sportswriter in Chicago, covering 
the Cubs and White Sox for the Associated Press.  A winner should be announced this week.   
 
HIGHWAY 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 

1. Final revisions to the Construction Management Plan (CMP) for the Red Hook Sidewalk 
Project, being prepared by M. A. Day Engineering, have been finalized.  The signature 
block was signed by Mayor Blundell on February 28, 2012 for submission to the 
NYSDOT.  Bid Documents to determine bid dates and construction dates are being 
finalized.  The RH Sidewalk Project includes the installation of ADA compliant mid‐block 
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crosswalks on South Broadway and a new sidewalk on West Market Street.  The 
$233,000 estimated project cost will be funded by the FHWA STP Small Urban Grant 
Program and the NYSDOT.  An early summer completion date is anticipated. 
  

2. Repairs to the T‐11 – 1996 International 4600 Dump Truck Sander conveyor belt have 
been made at an estimated cost of $850.00.  Funds for this repair will be deducted from 
the Snow Removal – Equipment Repair Budget Line (# 5142.42). 
  

3. The sanders have been re‐calibrated to reduce the amount of sand spread on Village 
Streets during snow plowing season.  The current rate of 6,144 lbs/mile has been 
reduced to 2,592 lbs/mile with a future reduction goal of 1,800 – 2,000 lbs/mile.  A 
higher ratio of salt‐to‐sand is also being used to further reduce the amount of sand 
being spread. 
  

4. Residents are reminded to remove basketball hoops and other sports equipment from 
the edge of Village streets to allow for snow plowing.  The Village will not be responsible 
for replacement / repair of equipment left standing and damaged during the snow 
plowing season. 
 
Residents are also reminded not to park cars on Village streets when snow plowing 
occurs.  Vehicles will be towed to allow for thorough snow removal of the streets.  
Details are available at the RH Village Clerk’s Office. 

 
5. The NYS Legislature passed a new law, effective January 1, 2012, regulating the use of 

phosphorus fertilizers (phosphate content of more than 0.67% phosphorus by weight).  
Retails, distributors of pesticide applicators, lawn care businesses, households and 
consumers are recommended to contact / review website of the NYSDEC for more 
details (www.dec.ny.gov – FAQ for Lawn Fertilizer). 
 

6. No additional revenue was generated from the sale of scrap metal during the month of 
February, 2012.  Total revenue generated to date for FY2011‐2012 is $1,909.00.  Since 
inception of the Scrap Metal Recycling Program in September, 2007, $11,708.05 has 
been generated.  Proceeds from this program go toward purchasing tools and 
equipment for the RHV Highway Department.  Residents and businesses interested in 
donating scrap metal can contact Dan Streib at 845‐758‐8600 or Cindi Cole at 845‐758‐
1081. 

 
ITF 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 
1.  Red Hook Sewer Project 
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A.  A Red Hook Sewer Project Subcommittee Meeting was held on February 6, 2012 at the Red 
Hook Village Building.  Items discussed included: 
 
a. Review past and current status of the Red Hook Sewer Project including historical 

background, demographics, district formation process, costs and benefits. 
 

b. Discussed types of business and housing options currently available and future options 
to increase variety of business and economically diverse housing if a sewer system were 
installed. 
 

c. Discussed concerns of students living off campus including:  tenant rights, differences in 
RHT municipalities, misconceptions local residents have about Bard students, parking 
issues and transportation options currently available. 

 
Kim McGrath‐Gomez (RHACOC), Jenna Goldstein (Bard‐Off‐Campus) and Brent Kovalchik 
(RHV Trustee) attended. 
 

B.  A Red Hook Sewer Project Subcommittee Meeting was held on February 17, 2012 at the 
Red Hook Village Building.  Items discussed included: 
 
a. Reviewed current status of proposed/revised RH Sewer Project including:  district 

boundaries, Project Committee attendees, projected costs, types of systems being 
considered, benchmarks to be achieved and suggestions from Hyde Park Sewer Project 
Committee. 
 

Ben Traudt (DC Legislature), Robert Flores (C.T. Male), Ed Blundell (RHV Mayor) and Brent 
Kovalchik (RHV Trustee) attended. 

 
C.  A Red Hook Sewer Project Committee Meeting was held on February 24, 2012 at the Red 

Hook Village Building.  Items discussed included: 
 

a. Reviewed Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of 2/6/12 and 2/17/12. 
 

b. Reviewed benefits to the community with the installation of a municipal sewer system 
including more diverse and varied businesses and housing options. 
 

c. Reviewed soils data and non‐conforming existing septic/cesspool systems in the Village. 
 

d. Discussed future involvement of more diverse committee members. 
 

Jonathan Churins (DCWWA), Brent Kovalchik (RHV Trustee), Kim McGrath‐Gomez (RHACOC), 
Pete Girardi, Lori Urbin and Sue Mora attended. 
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D. A Red Hook Sewer Project Subcommittee Meeting was held on February 24, 2012 at the Red 
Hook Village Building.  Items discussed included: 

 
a. Reviewed RHV aerial photographs, soils data maps, former and current proposed Sewer 

District Maps. 
 

b. Reviewed methodologies for testing surface water conditions and geographical areas for 
proposed testing and former testing sites. 
 

Jonathan Churins (DCWWA), Brent Kovalchik (RHV Trustee) and William Maple attended. 
 

2.  Red Hook Water Project 
 
A.  A Water Project Meeting was held on February 8, 2012 at the Red Hook Village Building.  

Items discussed included: 
 

a. The 30‐day public comment period regarding the Bond Resolution passed by the RHV 
Board of Trustees on January 9, 2012 concluded.  No petitions were filed and no 
referendum was triggered. 

 
b. Estoppel Notice filed and 20‐day review period concludes on March 2, 2012. 

 
c. Discussed status and remaining forms to be completed to file final funding application 

for the $1.27 million low‐interest loan (2.25% for 38 years) with USDA‐RD. 
 

Robert Flores (C.T. Male), Ed Blundell (RHV Mayor) and Brent Kovalchik (RHV Trustee) 
attended. 

 
B.  A Water Project Meeting was held on February 17, 2012 at the Red Hook Village Building.   

Items discussed included: 
 
a. “Phase IA/IB Archeological Investigations of the Village of Red Hook – Water System 

Improvement Project – Dutchess County, New York” prepared by Dawn M. Lawrence and 
Derrick J. Marcucci (Landmark Archeology, Inc. – Altamont, NY) was submitted to SHPO 
on February 14, 2012. 

 
b. Reviewed outstanding forms/documents to be completed and submitted to USDA‐RD. 

 
c. Reviewed and finalized scope of work for Phase I – Village of Red Hook Water System 

Improvement Project. 
 

d. Review timelines/benchmarks for work to be complete.  A December, 2012 completion 
date is anticipated. 
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Robert Flores (C.T. Male), Ed Blundell (RHV Mayor) and Brent Kovalchik (RHV Trustee) 
attended. 

 
C.  The NYS Department of Health issued a letter on February 23, 2012 endorsing the  

Preliminary Engineering Report and overall Village of Red Hook Water System Improvement 
Project. 
 

3.  Intermunicipal Task Force (ITF) 
 

A. The ITF met on February 3, 16, 17 and 24, 2012 at the Red Hook Town Buildings.  Items 
discussed included: 
 
a. Review of airstrip in the Ag/Business District. 
b. Review status of the Red Hook Village Infrastructure Projects. 
c. Discussed proposed demolition regulations for the RHT Scenic Historic District, 

National Historic Landmark District and RHT Scenic Overlay District. 
d. February 24, 2012, Henry Christopher (UTS) participated in the ITF Meeting to 

discuss future land use / master plan goals of the existing institution. 
e. Discussed role of the RHT Architectural / Design Review Committee to extending 

review processes for the proposed RHT Estates District.  
 
CPF 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 
 
Red Hook Town Economic Development Committee (EDC) – Monthly Report 
February, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Liaisons 

 
a. February 9, 2012 – An EDC Meeting was held at the RHV Building.  Items discussed included: 

 Potential future infill development in the Red Hook Town TND Commercial Center. 

 Potential future new businesses in the Village GBD. 

 Re‐purposing of the former IGA Building. 

 Updates on the RHV/RHT promotional video being prepared by Green Peas TV. 

 Revisions to EDC Mission Statement and 2012 Goals. 
 

b. February 13, 2012 – An EDC Subcommittee Meeting was held to review/discuss the RHV/RHT 
promotional video project. 
 

c. February 13, 2012 – An EDC Subcommittee Meeting was held to discuss re‐purposing the former 
IGA Building. 

 Potential marketing/business concepts, investors, and capital improvement requirements 
were discussed. 

 
d. February 23, 2012 – An EDC Meeting was held at the RHV Building.  Items discussed included: 
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 Review the status of the RHV VGC Bench Project and potential bench locations throughout 
the Village. 

 Review options for re‐purposing the former IGA Building. 

 Review EDC Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of 2/9/12.  What businesses should be 
encouraged to locate in the Village appealing to local residents, tourists and Bard College 
Students and marketing plan/communication plans were discussed. 

 
e. February 27, 2012 – An EDC Subcommittee Meeting was held to discuss re‐purposing the former 

IGA Building. 

 Adherence to the RHV Zoning Codes and proposed RHV Infill Development Plan and TND 
was discussed. 

 Potential investors, grant opportunities for business development plans/opportunities, and 
marketing plans were discussed.  

 
 
Community Preservation Fund (CPF) Advisory Board – Monthly Report 
February, 2012 – Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative / Member 

 
a. There were no CPF Advisory Board Meetings held during the month of February, 2012. 

  
 
Red Hook Town Zoning Review Committee (ZRC) – Monthly Report 
February, 2012 – Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representative / Member 
 

a. There were no ZRC Meetings held during the month of February, 2012. 
 
 
Red Hook Town Shared Services Committee – Monthly Report 
February, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives / Members 
 

a. There were no Shared Services Committee Meetings held during the month of February, 2012.  
 
 
Red Hook Together – Monthly Report 
February, 2012 – Ed Blundell and Brent Kovalchik – RH Village Representatives / Members 

 
a. A Red Hook Together Meeting was held on February 16, 2012 at Bard College.  Items discussed 

included: 

 PTSA 
‐  March 1, 2012 – Restaurant night at Charlie O’s. 
‐  March 21, 2012 – “Kids in Motion” program to fight child‐hood obesity. 

 Bard Debate Club 
‐  February 22, 2012 – Debate topic “Fines levied when Bard property is damaged by 

students”. 
‐  March 9, 2012 – RHCSD Middle and High School vs. Rhinebeck Middle and High School.  

Debate topic “Lowering Voting Age” and “Facebook”. 

 RHT CAC 
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‐  Making carbon reductions more interesting. 
‐  Work progressing to reduce carbon footprint by 20% in the Town of Red Hook. 

 Red Hook Today 
‐  Announcement of the publication of the “Red Hook Observer” to be delivered, free of 

charge, to over 5,600 homes and 550 businesses in the Town of Red Hook, Town of 
Rhinebeck, and Germantown.  Publication to begin in mid‐March, 2012.  Guest columns, 
between 500‐700 words accepted. 

 Red Hook Area Chamber of Commerce 
‐  March 27, 2012 – Summer Camp Fair at the Elmendorph Inn. 

 Red Hook Village Library 
‐  6,420 items have been circulated in the month of January, 2012. 
‐  60 programs, appealing to infants through 90 year olds, were held in January, 2012. 
‐  April 14, 2012 – Fundraiser scheduled at the RH Firehouse. 

 Red Hook Community Arts Network 
‐  April 14, 2012 – Literary Event at the Red Hook Village Building. 
‐  June 10, 2012 – Paint‐out at Blithewood / Bard College. 
‐  July 14, 2012 – Paint‐out at Montgomery Place. 

 Abilities First (Enriching the Lives of People with Disabilities) 
‐  Leaf A Legacy Program – Fundraising / awareness by sponsoring a 4’ maple leaf (a 

county‐wide public art project). 

 Bard Center for Civic Engagement 
‐  Vista Volunteer Program – Assisting “at risk” students in Germantown and Red Hook. 
‐  Rural / Labor / Equal Rights Day is being planned. 
‐  April 27, 2012 – Career Day at Red Hook High School. 
‐  Writing Workshop (Language and Thinking).  Hosting 30 Red Hook High School Students 

for pilot program. 

 Red Hook Central School District 
‐  Working together with the RH 10% Challenge, RHACOC (coupons / discounts at local 

businesses for teachers and staff), Bard College (interns and debate club) and the Mill 
Road Garden. 

 
VILLAGE GREEN 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik read the monthly report as follows: 

 
1.  The current balances of the Village Green Committee’s related budget accounts as of 

February 29, 2012 are as follows:   
 

 Community Beautification – Contractual Expenses (#8510.4)  
Balance ……………………….……………..………………..  $ 2,402.74 
 

 Shade Tree – Contractual Expenses (#8560.4) 
Balance ……………………………………………………….  $ 14,831.68 
 

 Village Green Committee Checking Account 
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Balance ……………………………………………………….. $ 2,533.16 
 
2.  A Village Green Committee Meeting was held on February 7, 2012 at the Red Hook 

Village Building.  Brenda Cagle, Sally Dwyer‐McNulty, Jeffrey Urbin and Brent Kovalchik 
(RHV Liaison) attended.  Items discussed included: 

 

 Reviewed status of 2011 CDBG Grant (Sidewalks, Crosswalk), 2010 FHWA / NYSDOT 
Grant (Sidewalks, Crosswalks) and the 2005 NYS Assembly Member Item Grant 
(Sidewalk Repair). 

 VGC Bench Project:  coordinate with RHT Trails Committee for bench selection, 
locations, costs, NYSDOT right‐of‐way verification and property owner consent. 

 Tentative schedule for Annual Spring Planting Day scheduled for Saturday, April 28, 
2012. 

 Reviewed past VGC Meeting Minutes and original organization of the Committee. 

 Reviewed web‐page updates and possible format revisions. 
 
3.  The RHV Board of Trustees transferred $13,610.00 from the 2007‐2008 NYSDEC Urban  

and Community Grant reimbursement from Grants from Local Government Income Line 
(# A2706) to the Shade Tree – Contractual Expenses Budget Line (# 8560.4) on February 
16, 2012.  Revenue from this grant reimbursement will be used for the VGC Bench 
Project. 

 
4.  Brenda Cagle and Brent Kovalchik surveyed the Village for possible bench locations on  

February 20, 2012.  Thirty‐one potential sites were selected for review and 
consideration by the Village Green Committee.  The actual number of benches to be 
installed will be based on overall cost (bench plus installation) and property owners’ 
permission.  Sites to be reviewed are located on Broadway and Market Streets. 

 
5.  Four trees have been identified for removal based on their health and safety concerns.   

Locations include: 
 

 Tower Road 

 South Broadway 

 Garden Street 

 Fraleigh Street 
 

Two trees have been identified for pruning.  Locations include: 
 

 Fraleigh Street 

 Benner Road 
 

Adjacent property owners have been notified and estimates for services are being 
determined / coordinated by the RHV Highway Department. 
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6.  The NYSDEC Division of Lands and Forests recognized the Village of Red Hook as a Tree 

City USA Community.  This is the eleventh year the Village has been honored with this 
recognition. 

 
7.  A Village Green Committee Meeting was held on February 28, 2012 at the Red Hook 

Village Building.  Brenda Cagle, Sally Dwyer‐McNulty, Jeffrey Urbin, Vicki Perry (RHT 
Trails Committee) and Howie Callies (RHT Trails Committee) attended.  Items discussed 
included: 

 
a. Reviewed bench styles, costs, installation requirements and locations to be considered 

for the installation of benches in the Village GBD along Market Street and Broadway. 
 

b. The Town of Red Hook is considering installing benches from the south border of the 
Village to Hannaford’s.  Coordination of styles with the Village is being considered. 
 

c. The DuMor Bench 88 is being considered for installation at approximately 16 locations 
within the Village.  Approximate cost, including installation, is $800 per bench.  Types of 
mantling configurations are dependent on site location.  Funds to provide for this 
project will be deducted from the Shade Tree – Contractual Expenses Budget Line (# 
8560.4).  Installation is expected in the Spring, 2012. 

 
 
RESOLUTION # 1- 2012 – Clerk Cole read the resolution as follows: 

 
WHEREAS, the attached amendment to Chapter 195 Water Code was 

introduced by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Red Hook on 
February, 2012; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on March, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Village Hall, 7467 South Broadway, Red Hook, New York, notice of said hearing 
duly published and at which time all interested parties had an opportunity to be 

heard; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Red Hook has determined 
this action to be an Unlisted action based on the criteria found in 6 NYCRR § 617.4 

and has determined that there are no adverse environmental impacts associated 
with the adoption of this Local Law and the Village Board hereby issues a Negative 

Declaration in connection with the adoption of this Local Law; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED, by the Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Red Hook the following: 
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VILLAGE LAW OF RED HOOK 
LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2012 

WATER CODE AMENDMENT 
ADDITION TO § 195-6 Payment for metered water service 

 
G. Water charges and penalties thereon shall be a lien upon the real property 

upon which the water is used and may be collected in accordance with 
§11-1118 of the Village Law of the State of New York. 

This amendment shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary 
of State in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 

Dated: March 5, 2012 
 
Mayor Blundell made a motion to add “G” to the Village Code and for the Village Clerk to 
follow up with the Village Attorney.  Trustee Kovalchik seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
RESOLUTION # 2-2012 
 

WHEREAS,  the  Town  and  Village  of  Red  Hook  are  independent  entities  with  the 
common goal of providing for the health, safety and welfare of their respective residents; and 

 
WHEREAS,  one  area  of  responsibility  for  the  individual  municipalities  is  the 

construction, maintenance and clearing of roadways and related transportation  infrastructure 
so that residents may safely travel in the Town and Villages; and 

 
WHEREAS,  each  municipality  separately  employs  staff  and  owns  buildings  and 

equipment to construct, maintain and clear the roadways; and 
 

  WHEREAS,  the  Village  of  Red  Hook  needs  to  upgrade  its  highway  facilities  to 
accommodate its existing equipment and provide a safe and efficient facility; and 
 
  WHEREAS,  the Town of Red Hook  is  replacing  its current highway garage with a safe, 
modern, efficient facility on Town land; and 
 
  WHEREAS,   the Town and Village have proactively engaged  in discussion and action to 
increase  the  size  of  the  new  Town  highway  garage  to  provide  for  additional  bays  for  the 
accommodation of the Village highway facilities, and are working to develop a Memorandum of 
Understanding for the shared services of the new highway garage facility; and 
 
  WHEREAS,  the  Village  of  Red Hook  is  interested  in  examining  the  option  of  shared 
highway  services and  facilities with  the Town of Red Hook  for  the purpose of more efficient 
operation and savings to taxpayers and shall be co‐applicants for this application; and 
 
  NOW  THEREFORE BE  IT RESOLVED,  by  the Village Board  of  the Village  of Red Hook, 
Dutchess County, New York as follows: 
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1. The Village of Red Hook  is authorized to prepare a  joint application for a Local 
Government Efficiency Grant To Study Shared Highway Services, to be submitted to the 
Department of State for the purposes of exploring the options of shared or consolidated 
highway  services.    The  Town  and Village will work  cooperatively  to  apply  for  a  Local 
Government  Efficiency  Grant  to  study  current  budgets  and  needs  to  establish  the 
effectiveness of a shared facility, shared equipment and shared staff; and 
 
2. The Town of Red Hook shall be the  lead applicant and the Village of Red Hook 
shall be  the co‐applicant, understanding  the  lead applicant shall have  the authority  to 
enter  into contracts and execute  financial and administrative processes  related  to  the 
grant  application  and  the  study  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Village,  all  as  more 
specifically set forth in the intermunicipal agreement described herein; and 
 
3. The  total  study budget  shall be $35,000,  to be  shared evenly  ($17,500) by  the 
Town and the Village.  The Town is authorized to apply for a grant from the Department 
of State in the amount of be 90% of the project cost ($31,500); and 
 
4. The Town shall be responsible for 10% of the Town portion of the study amount 
($1,750) and the Village shall be responsible for 10% of the Village portion of the study 
amount  ($1,750), and upon  further determination  to undertake  implementation, each 
would be responsible for 10% of their portion of the implementation amount; and  
 
5. The  Town  and  Village  will  prepare  an  intermunicipal  agreement  to  jointly 
undertake  the  study  described  in  this  resolution  and  the  application,  and will work 
together to provide financial and planning data to facilitate the study; and 
 
6. Town  Supervisor  Sue  T.  Crane  shall  be  the  lead  contact  person  for  the  grant 
application.    For  purposes  of  the  grant  application  and  study,  the  authorized  Village 
contact  shall  be  Mayor  Ed  Blundell.    Supervisor  Crane,  or  in  her  absence  Deputy 
Supervisor  James Ross,  is hereby  authorized  and directed  to  execute  and  submit  the 
application for the Local Government Efficiency Grant to Study Highway Shared Services.   

 
Clerk Cole announced that the Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 2011 is complete and will 
be posted on the Village’s web site. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Pete Giradi of Red Hook Commons thanked the Board for all their efforts and hard work.  Joan 
Giradi stated that you can’t walk on the sidewalks due to them heaving and they are dangerous.  
 
NORTHERN DUTCHESS COMMUNITIES THAT CARE-Present: Micki Strawinski, Karen 
Jerro, Doug Blancero, and Susan Rohrmeier agree with Mr. Giradi and thanked the Board for all 
their efforts.  This committee has been meeting for 2 years at the Village Hall.  Ms. Strawinski 
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read the mission statement: Northern Dutchess Communities that Care was founded by a group 
of concerned community residents initially in response to the growing substance and alcohol 
abuse problems of our youth.  As the group explored and discussed this situation, we realized 
that any solution to this issue, like the issue itself, is multi-faceted.  By this we mean that the 
response cannot and should not be solely from the Justice System or solely from the social 
services system.  To be truly effective a partnership, a network, needs to be established and 
cultivated.  The goal of this committee is to work with the Village to establish non for profit 
status (501C3).  Activities would include tax safe ride service.  Mayor Blundell asked Ms. 
Strawinski to come to the Village March 15th workshop meeting to discuss in further detail.  
 
Linda Bard asked why the Village web site was not up to date with the February minutes and 
was the budget also on the web.  Mayor Blundell explained that they are not put on the web until 
they are approved.  Ms. Bard asked how much money does the court and special prosecutor bring 
in and can it be on the web?  Mayor Blundell stated that the SP cost the Village $ 250.00 per 
court session.  Also, in regards to the pond:  Mr. Temple from NYS DOT wants to schedule a 
meeting to review the maps and when this meeting happens concerned residents would like to 
attend.  Ms. Bard feels that it is the Village’s responsibility.  Mayor Blundell does not think the 
catch basins in question along Rt. 9 and Garden Street have anything to do with the pond.  Mayor 
Blundell stated the catch basins were replaced in the late 1970s and they are the responsibility of 
the State.  Ms. Bard stated the catch basin by St. Christopher’s Church is plugged with old 
leaves, therefore the pond can’t drain and she has pictures of this catch basin with water flowing 
back out due to it being clogged.  Ms. Bard asked why the Village stopped pumping the pond.  
Mayor Blundell responded with winter times and the holidays approaching he made a decision to 
stop pumping the pond before snow and ice complicated matters.  Pat Rider paid $1,300.00 to 
have the pond pumped and the water level is rising once again.  Mayor Blundell feels it is ground 
water causing the rising of the pond.  Mayor Blundell also stated that he advised counsel of the 
problem and he advised that the pond is private property.  Trustee Trapp wants counsel to be 
involved and attend the meeting with DOT and residents.  
 
Steve Zacharzuk inquired about the $ 15.00 service charge on the water bills and how long it will 
be there.  Mayor Blundell stated that we are experiencing major errors in the 15 year old meters 
but looking for grant paid option and new meters. Central Hudson electric bills must be paid to 
pump the water from the ground and to homes..  Currently the Board is comparing our rate to 
other municipalities and would prefer to measure in cubic feet when rates are adjusted.  We still 
show major discrepancies in water pumped from ground to water billed at meters.  New meters 
may actually correct this without major rate impact..   
 
Steve Zacharzuk inquired about the police department forum in regards to problems 
communicating information from the Sheriff’s department and these problems put officers at 
risk.  Also asking the Mayor if he reached out to the Sheriff’s office to discuss such problems 
and to assure the public that it does not continue.  Mayor Blundell stated that he has met with the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office as well as NY State Police and will continue to do so all work 
together for the combined protection of residents. 
 
Also Mr. Zacharzuk received his Town tax bill and it went up over $ 100.00.  He asked the 
Board if they knew how much tax payers were paying for the new highway garage.  Trustee 
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Kovalchik stated that he should speak directly to the Town Board for the answer.  Mr. Zacharzuk 
then asked if the Village ever collected on the damages that were sustained to the Village Hall 
during the summer storm Irene?  Mayor Blundell stated that claims were made and the Village 
did receive money for damages.   
 
FEMA is meeting with the Mayor to discuss outside damages throughout the Village.  A claim 
will be made.  Bill Moore asked if FEMA will pay for pumping the pond.  Mayor Blundell stated 
that he is currently meeting with FEMA and the pond should be included in the claim. 
 
Mayor Blundell stated the police union contract will be up for renewal May 31st and he is 
meeting with the police department and union rep to come to a final contract.  This subject will 
be discussed in further detail at the workshop meeting in executive session.  This is a 2 year 
contract.  
 
Linda Bard asked if part-time court officers make overtime going to court.  Mayor Blundell 
stated they don’t get overtime until over 40 hours, which they do not get; plus contract gives 
minimum hours for court protection.  The activation of the special prosecutor eliminates the need 
for officer to testify so that cost is not incurred, only the cases that demand a trial require the 
officer. 
 
Mayor Blundell announced March 31st is the Egg Scramble.   
 
Trustee Trapp made a motion to pay bills after audit.  Trustee Kovalchik seconded.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Trustee Kovalchik made a motion to adjourn.  (9:20PM)  Trustee Norris seconded.  All were in 
favor. 
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Cynthia Cole  
Clerk/Treasurer 


