
VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
7467 SOUTH BROADWAY 

RED HOOK, NY 12571 
JUNE 3, 2002 

 
 
Present:  Mayor A’Brial 
               Trustee Cohen 
               Trustee Thayer 
               Trustee Seymour 
               Trustee Helsley 
 
Mayor A’Brial opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Trustee 
Seymour made a motion to accept May 6th, 2002 Village Board minutes.  Trustee Cohen 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Trustee Seymour read the treasurer’s report for the month of June 2002. 
 
GENERAL FUND   $ 49,769.42 
WATER FUND      13,142.26 
TRUST & AGENCY           614.03  
RESOURCE RECOVERY                      4,941.46 
PETTY CASH                                              22.45 
 
Trustee Thayer made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Trustee Cohen seconded.  
All were in favor.  Trustee Seymour stated that the price of garbage tags must increase to 
cover expenses in the garbage fund. 
 
 
POLICE 
 
Mayor A’Brial read the police report for the month of June 2002: 108 registered 
complaints, 18 uniform traffic tickets, 1 parking ticket, 13 accidents investigated, 5 
arrests, miles patrolled – 114-1368 miles, 113 780 miles. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
Trustee Thayer read the planning and zoning report for the month of May 2002:  3 
building permits issued, 0- CO’s, 1 Certificate of Occupancy, 0 municipal searches. 
Zoning checks for the month of May was $ 328.00.  Trustee Thayer announced that the 
Village must adopt the NYS building code.  A Public Hearing must be scheduled in the 
future.  We will hold off until we receive Title 19. 
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RESOURCE RECOVERY 
 
 
Trustee Helsley reported for the month of May 2002: rubbish in 10.37 T, co-mingle 1.35 
T, cardboard 1.01 T. 
 
HIGHWAY 
 
Trustee Helsley announced that Highway worker Dan Streib is back to work after a 
recent illness.  The village has hired a part-time worker for the summer to help with 
mowing.  Clove Excavation will finish patchwork this week. Also, they will mill down 
Fraleigh St. and Church St and repair.  Catch basins have been cleaned out.  Prince St. 
and Church St. catch basins will be made deeper and install a drainage pipe. Trustee 
obtained three prices for new signs (wrong way, speed, street signs etc.).  ESP was$ 
682.00, Rack $ 1518.00 and Corcraft didn’t have half  the signs needed.  Trustee Cohen 
stated that the state has new laws on the size of signs that are posted.  Highway Foreman 
Dan Streib has called the state several times to find out and receives no call back.  
Trustee Cohen suggested to table this discussion until someone can contact the state for 
an answer.  Trustee Helsley would like not take any more trees down.  Money in the 
budget can be used to replace trees.  Trustee Cohen suggested to use half of the money to 
replace trees.  Trustee Seymour stated that pruning trees could be a big help in 
maintenance.  There is a Village Green meeting scheduled for June 4, 2002. Trustee 
Helsley will attend.  Trustee Seymour would like to ask the Village Attorney if the 
village owns the sidewalks on Fisk St. and Prince St. and does the village have the right 
to remove them and plant grass. 
 
WATER 
 
Trustee Cohen read the water report for the month of June 2002.2 bacteria samples were 
taken and sent to the lab, water tap on Church St. Ext. was completed (Peterson), new 
system was put on line-system is being monitored for adjustments, average daily usage 
for month: 207,000 gallons (01-298,710; 00-257,161; 99-24,744.  Trustee Cohen would 
like to have repair the water main on Fisk St. and Basset Lane repaired. Several residents 
have low water pressure. Bucky Coon will go door to door and find out who is having 
difficulty.  Richard Cook-Schiafo of Fisk St. other their residents are responsible for the 
repairs from the tap to the house.  Also the village has a right of way on the Balacic 
property on Fisk St., which is useless to the village at this time. Mr. Balacic has 
approached Trustee Cohen several times requesting that the village get rid of this right of 
way.  Trustee Cohen made a proposal requesting the village attorney write a letter to Mr. 
Balacic releasing this right of way and having a right of way on the south side of his 
property. 
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   Mayor A’Brial opened the meeting to the public.  Police Officer Stephen Cole 
asked the Mayor about a conversation he had with Officer Brad Moore referring to both 
as Punk Cops.  Officer Cole is asking for a definition.  Mayor A’Brial stated that both 
officers were harassing him at his residence and asking for items on the new police car 
that was not in the budget. Officer Moore stated that they went to the Mayor’s home to 
ask for his opinion on new items for the police car.  Mayor A’Brial stated that this matter 
could be discussed in executive session.  He has some matters do discuss with the police 
department.  Officer Moore informed the village board that on May 25 he went to the 
Mayor’s home and was told by Mayor A’Brial never to speak to him again on any subject 
and then told if he did not leave the mayor would have him arrested. Officer Moore 
addressed the board by asking who is he to address any discussions with?   Mayor 
A’Brial said that he would talk to Officer Moore in the Village Building Mayor’s office. 
Trustee Cohen suggested that the village board sit down with the police department and 
air some problems.  Also, if the OIC would get consent from the union to meet?  Linda 
Bard stated that she heard a rumor that on Apple Blossom the Mayor of Red Hook gave 
an inappropriate gesture to the women who was in charge of the parade.  Mayor A’Brial 
stated that this is all a conspiracy to dump the Mayor.  Highway Foreman Dan Streib 
asked the Mayor if he had any problems with the highway department that he would like 
to say to his face instead of behind his back. The Mayor said that he has no problem with 
the highway department.  Dan thanked the Village Board for being patient during his 
recent illness.  Trustee Helsley said that he has a list of jobs that will be completed 
throughout the summer months.  Margaret O’Callahan from Fisk St. asked if anything 
has been done about the fast traffic on her street. Mayor A’Brial stated that Officer Lown 
was working on this report and he has since resigned from the Village.  Officer Moore 
will put out a directive to all police officers to patrol Fisk St.  Mayor A’Brial adjourned 
into executive session with the village board and the village clerk.  9:00 pm the board 
reconvened.  Trustee Cohen stated that they were advised by council not to meet tonight.   
A meeting is scheduled for June 11, 2002 at 7:00 pm.  The board doesn’t want this to 
violate the contract or become a union matter.  Trustee Cohen made a motion to hire 
Ryan Griffin as a part time police officer with six months probation. Trustee Thayer 
seconded.  All were in favor.  Officer Brad Moore submitted a memo to the board asking 
permission to inventory and label all police equipment with serial numbers. Officer Cole 
will be in charge of this job.  All police equipment must be returned to the office by June 
1, 2002.  Trustee Cohen made this in the form of a motion. Trustee Thayer seconded.  All 
were in favor.  Officer Maine requested that the Village Board establish some drug and 
alcohol testing for the police department.  Trustee Cohen stated it would be discussed in 
length at the next meeting.  Trustee Cole would like to know when the new police car is 
being delivered and what type of lighting will it have.  Mayor A’Brial stated there isn’t 
enough money in the budget for new lights; they will have to transfer the lights from the 
old car.  Officer Cole stated that the lights are seven years old and feels that it is not cost 
effective to use them on the new car.  Warnock can install the lights and will guarantee 
them.  Officer Cole submitted a quote of $ 3700.00, which includes Dutchess Signs  
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lettering on the car.  Trustee Thayer made this in the form of a motion.  Trustee Helsley 
seconded.  All were in favor.   Trustee Cohen scheduled a meeting with the police  
department on June 11, 2002 at 7:00 pm at the Village Hall.  Trustee Seymour would like 
to raise the price of garbage tags to $ 1.00 for small and $ 3.00 for large.  The garbage 
fund balance is very low.  The cost of tipping fees and recycling fees has gone up over 
the years.  Trustee Cohen will check on tipping rates in Columbia and Ulster  
County.  The increase in tags will take effect on June 10, 2002. 
 
Trustee Cohen made a motion to pay bills after audit.  Trustee Thayer seconded. All were 
in favor. 
 
Trustee Thayer made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Cohen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
Cindi Cole 


