
VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
VILLAGE BOARD 
FEBRUARY 3, 2003 

 
 
 
Present:  Mayor Cohen 
              Trustee Thayer 
              Trustee Seymour 
              Trustee Helsley 
              Trustee McCarthy 
 
Mayor Cohen opened the meeting at 7:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
Trustee Helsley made a motion to accept the minutes from January 6, 2003 Village Board 
meeting.  Trustee McCarthy seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Trustee Seymour read the Treasurer’s report: 
 
GENERAL FUND    $ 226,973.13 
WATER FUND             39,001.55 
T & A                              -  106.71 
RESOURCE REC.         10,853.01 
PETTY CASH                       29.99 
Trustee Thayer made a motion to accept this report.  Trustee McCarthy seconded.  All 
were in favor. 
 
POLICE 
 
Mayor Cohen read the police report for the month of January:  83 registered complaints, 
98 uniform traffic tickets, 35 parking tickets, 14 accidents investigated, 6 arrests, miles 
patrolled – DC 113-1930, DC 114-308. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
Trustee Thayer read the planning and zoning report for the month of January:  1 
certificate of compliance, and 5 municipal searches.  $ 349.00 was collected in fees. 
There was no meeting in the month of January. 
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GARBAGE 
 
Trustee Helsley reported  24.72 T of rubbish,  3.28 T comingle, 3.49 T newspaper and 
1.09 T of cardboard. 
 
HIGHWAY 
 
Trustee Helsley reported for the highway:  repairs on the garage are continuing. Lights 
are needed over the bays costing approximately $ 1000.00.  Most Christmas trees are out 
of the barrels.  Sweeping should be contracted out, it is much less expensive.  The John 
Deere should be traded in, it is 11 years old. Needs to be put out to bid.  The garage needs 
a new eye station area.  Trustee Thayer will contact the area Chamber and purchase new 
garbage receptacles.  Also, a committee should be formed to discuss the cleaning of the 
pond behind the Red Hook Inn.  A sign with a flagpole should be installed over on 
Firehouse Lane in front of the highway garage. Warning lights for the F450 will be 
mounted on with an estimated cost of $ 400.00.  The village board is considering 
contracting the garbage and recycling.  There are problems with extra help and a new 
garbage truck will be very costly.  The garbage truck was purchased in 1989 and has 
65,000 miles and many hours on it.  Mayor Cohen requested that Trustee Helsley look 
into other companies that would be interested in our garbage and recycling and get a 
general idea of the cost. Also the sweeper and snow blower will be put out for sale. 
 
Trustee Seymour stated the village board received a letter from attorney Jeff Martin for 
the 10% reduction of volunteer fireman and ambulance workers.  A meeting will be 
scheduled for a public hearing.  This must go out for a referendum.  The Village Hall’s 
boiler must be replaced.  Bids are slowly coming in at around $ 8-10,000.00.  Waiting for 
2 more quotes.  Theses money will be in the next budget.  Central Hudson will do a street 
light audit and revise and replace the current street light map.  Red Hook Estates will start 
the construction of 8 new poles in the spring.  Mayor Cohen requested that Trustee 
Seymour contact the Red Hook Chamber to discuss new street lighting. 
 
WATER 
 
Trustee McCarthy read the water report for the month of January:  2 bacteria samples 
were taken and sent to lab-3 final readings were taken for closings-located water lines for 
customer as requested (Versace)- average daily usage is 268,710.  Bucky will replace 
meters and request an EPA survey.  The old water tower needs to be painted and repaired.  
It was last painted in 1999.  Work should be done every 3 years.  Trustee McCarthy 
recommends sandblasting the tank for $ 41362.00 from Kessler Tank Co.  Arvine Coon 
changed the pump in pump # 9.  Clerk Cole will write a letter to Red Hook Central 
School requesting an updated asbilt map. 
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Open to the public 
 
Mayor Cohen stated that the Village offices would be closed on February 17, 2003, in 
observation of President’s Day.  Also, to remind all trustees to have a budget in by the 
next Board meeting.  Trustee McCarthy and the Mayor will meet with a grant writer on 
Feb. 11th.  Evelyn Krueger asked Clerk Cole to write a letter to residents who abuse the 
leash law in the Village.  Also, put a copy of the law in the next newsletter. 
 
Nate Kaline approached the Village Board with plans for a bicycle path from Park Ave to 
the entrance to the Rec. Park.  This project needs grant money.  There will be two lanes 
for bikes and a pedestrian sidewalk.  The county bridge would be moved 12-14 feet east. 
 
Harold Fell questioned if the No Left Turn sign on the Rt. 9 side of St. John’s Street.  If it 
is not legal can the sign be taken down?  Trustee Helsley will make sure the law is on the 
books and have Dan Strieb take it down if not. 
 
8:00 pm the board went into executive session. 
 
The board convened from executive session at 8:15. 
 
Mayor Cohen scheduled at Public Hearing on Thursday Feb. 13, 2003 at 7:00 pm and a 
special meeting at 7:15 pm to discuss 10 %  tax reduction on volunteer fireman and 
ambulance workers. Linda Bard questioned what if someone joins just to get the tax 
reduction.   Mayor Cohen explained that there would be stipulations that will be 
discussed at the public hearing. 
 
Trustee Thayer made a motion to pay bills after audit. Trustee Helsley seconded.  All 
were in favor. 
 
Trustee McCarthy made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Helsley seconded.  All were in 
favor. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Cindi Cole 
Clerk 
 


