
VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
7467 SOUTH BROADWAY 

RED HOOK NY 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 5, 2002 
 

 
Present:   Deputy Mayor David Cohen 
               Trustee Tim Thayer 
      Trustee David Seymour 
               Trustee Wayne Helsley 
 
Absent:   None 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen opened the meeting at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
Trustee Thayer moved to accept the minutes of the July 1, 2002, Board meeting as 
written.  Trustee Helsley seconded this motion and all voted in favor. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Trustee Seymour read the treasurer’s report. 
 
GENERAL FUND   $  472,928.63 
WATER FUND          31,406.76 
TRUST & AGENCY              335.81 
RESOURCE RECOVERY          5,962.49 
PETTY CASH                30.92 
 
Trustee Thayer moved to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Trustee Helsley seconded this 
motion and all voted in favor. 
 
POLICE 
 
OIC Brad Moore gave the Police report for July 2002:  140 registered complaints, 69 
uniform traffic tickets, 0 parking tickets, 10 accidents investigated, and 4 arrests.  The 
miles patrolled were DC 114 – 1238 miles, DC 113 – 746 miles.  Deputy Mayor Cohen 
noted that the Board had agreed to vote this month on the hiring of Ryan Griffin as a 
provisional full time office and asked for a motion to this effect.  Trustee Thayer makes a 
motion to hire Ryan Griffin as a full time officer on a provisional basis.  Trustee Helsley 
seconded this motion and all voted in favor. 
 
WATER 
 



Deputy Mayor gave the Water report.  Two bacterial samples were taken and sent to the 
lab.  Group 1 Inorganic Samples were taken and sent to the lab as required by DCHD.  
No test result has been received.  Average daily usage for the month:  298,968 gallons.  
Deputy Mayor Cohen stated that there seemed to be plenty of water to go around. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING 
 
Trustee Thayer read the Planning and Zoning report noting the Planning Board Actions, 
Zoning Board Actions and the Orders to Remedy issued.  The Planning Board approved a 
revised sign proposal for 7483 South Broadway, a sign proposal for 37 West Market and 
conditionally approved a lot line adjustment for adjoining parcels located at 11 St. John 
Street and 7539 North Broadway.  The Zoning Board o Appeals approved an Area 
Variance for a pool and deck located at 19 Kent Road and tabled an Area Variance 
application for a pool located at 14 Prince Street until such time as the application is 
complete.  Orders to Remedy were issued to James K. & Kristine Byrne, 14 Prince Street, 
for installing a pool without obtaining a variance and to Christopher Yearwood, 19 Kent 
Road, for erecting a pool and deck without obtaining Building Permits.  There were 5 
Building Permits issued, 1 Certificate of Compliance, 8 Certificates of Occupancy and 7 
Municipal Searches.  Trustee Thayer also read the financial report from the Planning & 
Zoning Department.  Total fees collected $778.12.  Trustee Thayer then read the minutes 
from the Town of Red Hook Conservation Advisory Council meeting of July 16, 2002, 
which he attended.  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss transportation and 
pedestrian issues and plans for a connector road from the proposed Hannaford site to 
Route 199.  Jim Rapoli, Bicycle-Pedestrian Coordinator from DOT was a speaker at this 
meeting.  Trustee Thayer spoke about the congestion already on Route 9 in the Village 
and the need to plan ahead before things become any worse.  Trustee Thayer emphasized 
that all this is in the long range planning stage.  Trustee Thayer explained where the 
connector road would be located and stated that both the Town and Village wanted this 
road to be in place before there was any more development in the area of the proposed 
road. (A copy of the CAC minutes is attached). 
 
RESOURCE RECOVERY 
 
Trustee Helsley reported that for the month of July 4, 240 pounds of rubbish was 
collected. 
 
HIGHWAY 
 
Trustee Helsley reported that all stop bars and crosswalks are finished.  The drainage 
problem at Prince and Church Streets has been fixed and the sidewalk will be repaired.  
There is a shed being built at the Highway garage and all sidewalk repairs except 1 are 
done.  Brush will start being picked up on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month.  There 
will be a notice of this in the newspaper and in the water bills.  There are a couple of trees 
that have to come down.  He notes that there needs to be a no parking sign in front o 
Luna 61 since parked vehicles are obstructing vision of cars pulling out of Cherry Street 
on to Route 199.  Trustee Helsley reads a letter from DOT stating that a local law will 



have to be passed to address this matter.  Deputy Mayor Cohen states that a public 
hearing will have to be held.  It is decided to table this matter to the next regularly 
scheduled Village Board meeting.  Trustee Helsley states he wishes to remove the posts 
permanently from the parking lot and patch over the holes.  The Highway Department 
will start patching the roads soon and a letter has been received from Keith Lore stating 
that Bird Lane will be paved this month and then turned over to the Village.  Trustee 
Helsley agrees to coordinate this. 
 
Trustee Seymour states that he wishes to alert the Village to the fact that there may be a 
shortfall in the amount of the quarterly sales tax the Village receives due to the poor 
economy.  He also noted that the Village Green Committee has been meeting regularly 
every two weeks and is close to having a replacement tree ordinance submitted to the 
Board and Village Attorney to establish who owns the sidewalks and is liable for them.  
He would like to remove the old and dangerous sidewalks and replace them with grass.  
He would use a copy of the law and a sign-off sheet for homeowners to sign granting 
permission to remove the dangerous sidewalks. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen makes a motion to remove the Northern Dutchess Bible Church 
from the tax roll since it is a non-profit.  Wayne Helsley seconds this motion and all vote 
in favor. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen reads the Public Notice published for bids for the 1972 GMC 
Water Van and proceeds to open the sealed bids.  They are: 

• Herbert Stickle  $1055.00 
• Rosemary Zengen  $  750.00 
• Richard Gardineer  $  510.00 
• Alan L. Kulick  $1075.00 
• Ronald L. Rhynders, Jr. $  352.00 

 
The bid is awarded to Alan L. Kulick. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen then opens the meeting to the public.  Clare McArthur, Prince 
Street, asks if the Village Board is aware of the gravel mine proposed for Turkey Hill in 
Milan since, if approved, it will mean enormous trucks traveling through Red Hook on 
Route 199.  Trustee Seymour replies that NYS regulates Route 199 and as long as the 
trucks are legal (loads covered and not over weight limits), there is nothing the Village 
can do.  Harold Fell, 16 Park Avenue, state that there has been no approval in Milan for 
the mine at this time.  Deputy Mayor Cohen states that one of the Trustees will attend a 
public hearing in Milan on this proposal.  Evelyn Krueger, 33 Fraleigh Street, asks when 
the brush pick-up will begin and what trees are to be cut down.  She is told that the brush 
pick-up will begin in September and the tree to be removed is on Smith Street and can 
not be saved.  Ms. Krueger then passes photos of a pooper scooper sign with a $250 fine 
noted on it to the Board and asks if similar signs can be posted in the Village. 
 
Harold Fell asks that the gazebo in Abrams Park be moved closer to Park Avenue since it 
is being vandalized.  Trustee Seymour agrees with this suggestion.  He suggests that Bay 



Horse (the dealer) be contacted to move the gazebo.  Deputy Mayor Cohen states that he 
will meet with Harold Fell and make arrangements for the relocation of the gazebo.  
Richard Cook-Shiafo, Fisk Street, states his concern about the impact of the proposed 
connector road on Fisk Street.  Trustee Thayer states that the proposed road will come off 
Route 199 and connect directly to a road to be built parallel to Baxter Road.  There will 
be no right turn from it.  It will run parallel to it because Baxter Road is too steep to 
connect directly.  Ms. Krueger asked who will pay for this road and who will be involved 
in the planning.  Trustee Thayer stated that Jim Rapoli is looking into grants and State 
funds.  Jay Trapp, Planning Board Chairman, Brent Kovalchik, ZBA Chairman, Jim 
Rapoli, DOT and Noela Hooper, Dutchess County Planning and an engineer and architect 
from the Town will all be involved.  Richard Cook-Shiafo states his concern about the 
placement of the dumpster at the VFW and that the VFW had promised to screen it from 
view.  He states noise is also a problem with the emptying of the dumpster at an early 
hour.  Deputy Mayor Cohen states that he will speak with the VFW.  Harold Fell notes 
that the model of the Veterans Memorial on display is of the monument that used to be in 
the Memorial Park. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen states that September 14, 2002, will be Hardscrabble Day.  He 
reads a letter from the Red Hook Area Chamber of Commerce asking for the use of the 
Village Parking Lot on Friday, September 13, and stating that all vendors and tents will 
be taken down by Sunday morning, September 15, 2002.  They also request various other 
types of assistance from the Village (*).  Trustee Thayer moves that these requests be 
granted.  Trustee Seymour seconds this motion and all vote in favor. 
 
Officer Brad Moore asks that the Village retain Police Car DC 113.  Trustee Helsley 
moves to retain this vehicle.  David Seymour seconds this motion and all vote in favor. 
 
At this time, the Village Board goes into executive session.  The Board returns from 
executive session at 9:50 PM. 
 
Trustee Thayer moves to pay bills after adjournment.  Trustee Seymour seconds this 
motion and all vote in favor. 
 
Deputy Mayor Cohen moves to adjourn the August 5, 2002, regular meeting of the 
Village of Red Hook Board of Trustees.  Trustee Helsley seconds this motion and all vote 
in favor.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Village or Red Hook 
Susan P. Nandor for  
Cindi Cole, Village Clerk 
 
* Our annual Hardscrabble Day is scheduled for September 14, 2002 this year.  We plan 
on having another great celebration.  We will need use of the Village Parking Lot for the 
entire day from 10:00AM – 6:00PM.  Set up the evening, Friday September 13, 2002, for 
the tent, Food Vendors, and the Dunking Booth.  Breakdown of the tent will be on the 



Sunday after Hardscrabble day.  We are also asking for closure of Prince Street do to the 
large amount of pedestrian traffic during the event.  We are also requesting a distribution 
of waste receptacles around the Village.  We will be having a morning parade beginning 
at 10:00AM from the Town Hall through the Village of Red Hook to the Business Park.  
We are requesting the help of the Village Police to secure and protect the days activities.  
The event will house Hot Air Balloon Rides at Hardscrabble Plaza, Carnival at the Old 
Soap Factory, various bands throughout the Town, and a Bingo Tent in the Village 
Parking Lot.  Once again we look forward to this wonderful Community Day Event and 
we would like to Thank you for all your support and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Karen Garelick 
Director of Community Events 



TOWN OF RED HOOK 
CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of meeting 

July 16, 2002 
 
Members present: Chairwoman Ruth Oja, Joan Girardi, Susan Ellis, Jim Rapoli 
 
Guests: Noella Hooper of Dutchess County Planning, Tim Thayer of Red Hook Village 
Board, Councilwoman Jean Bordewich, Pete Girardi. 
 
Chairwoman Ruth Oja called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss transportation/pedestrian issues and planning for a connector road 
from the proposed Hannaford Supermarket to Route 199. 
 
As Bicycle-Pedestrian Coordinator for the Department of Transportation, Jim Rapoli has 
spoken with Highway Superintendent Wayne Hildenbrand about the width of Town roads 
and use of sidewalks.  Wayne has preferred 28’ roads.  Jim explained why road standards 
are recognizing that narrower roads can be adequately safe and appropriate for rural roads 
as well as more economical.  Highway Departments have usually considered sidewalks a 
maintenance issue.  Jim noted that sidewalks next to a road are a maintenance issue, but if 
there is a 3’ buffer between the road and the sidewalk, snow is not plowed onto the 
sidewalk. 
 
Since mid 2001, Highway Departments can use CHIPS money to buy equipment.  Jim 
Rapoli is advising villages to take care of sidewalks, as they already have liability for 
them.  He suggests that the villages use CHIPS money to buy a Bobcat, blower and 
power broom. 
 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: As congestion increases on Route 9 and other 
State highways, side roads will be relief valves.  Jim Rapoli is encouraging the Town and 
Villages to plan for this.  If they make transportation plans part of the Master Plan or a 
Transportation Improvement District, they can require design elements from developers.  
If this is done at the beginning, it can prevent future conflicts. 
 
Jim Rapoli met with the Town Board, Planning Board, Highway Superintendent and 
Planning Consultant Art Brod.  Art Brod has promised to develop an addendum to 
zoning.  Jim suggested that there needs to be a joint consensus of the Town and Village, 
adopted in the Town and Village Master Plans.  Jim noted that if the Town shows that it 
will control access to Route 9 in planning a connector road, he may be able to get State 
funds for the connector road.  Since the road will be a bypass, it must be designed for 
slowing traffic. 
 
Jim Rapoli discussed a planning proposal that would limit access to Route 9.  Metzger 
Road would end in a cul-de-sac.  A new access to Route 9 would be created opposite Old 
Farm Road, with a traffic light.  Jim also expects a light to be placed at Firehouse Lane in 



the future.  As the proposed connector road between Hannaford and Route 199 will pass 
through a mostly residential area, CAC members asked about restricting truck traffic that 
might wish to bypass the village.  Jim Rapoli noted that weight limits or other Town 
restrictions would be legal to prohibit truck traffic. 
 
CAC members and guests looked at aerial photos of the land between Hannaford’s 
property and Route 199.  They considered possible alignments for a connector road.  The 
proposed Ken Anderson development off Metzger Road has been required to leave land 
for a right-of-way.  However, it might not be the best location for alignment of a 
connector.  It has been suggested that the Planning Board should consider the whole 
alignment of a connector.  It has been suggested that the Planning Board should consider 
the whole alignment of the connector road before it approves the Ken Anderson 
subdivision.  Village Trustee Tim Thayer noted that a large Day Care center is planned 
off Fisk Street, which needs to be considered. 
 
Councilwoman Jean Bordewich attended a Town Board workshop with Brent and Jay 
from the Village Board to discuss the connector road issues.  She mentioned three 
concerns that came up: 

1. The cost of the road and who would pay for it. 
2. The timetable for planning and construction. 
3. How to coordinate the plan and keep ahead of development. 

 
Jean noted that planning ahead is great, but one piece is already going in.  Jim Rapoli 
suggested that the developer can build the road in fee, or provide escrow for future 
construction. 
 
Noella Hooper and Jim Rapoli were asked what help they could give with planning the 
connector road.  Noella said that Dutchess County Planning could provide a disc with 
topography, water, soils and other resource overlays, but not zoning.  Jim can help with 
any issues relating to the State highways and bicycle/pedestrian considerations.  Both can 
help with advice and meetings, but can not produce any plan or alignment.  They 
suggested that a Town/Village Task Force be formed to produce a plan.  All agreed to 
consider who would bring expertise to such a task force.  If the plan incorporates 
sidewalks and bicycle paths, it could have Greenway involvement.  Noella and Jim also 
suggested that open space money might be available to produce a Generic Environmental 
Impact Statement (GEIS), which would be a cornerstone for a Transportation 
Improvement District.  Both noted that intermunicipal efforts open up avenues for 
funding. 
 
Most of the open property that would be available for a Hannaford to Route 199 
connector road belongs to Ken Anderson.  Jim Rapoli suggested that the Town negotiate 
to have him deed the property needed for the road to the Town, and get construction 
money elsewhere.  CAC members asked if an overlay could be done to show the 
proposed Ken Anderson development.  It is possible that Eoin Wrafter of Dutchess 
County Planning can scan and reduce the plans to an overlay.  Pete Girardi has also 
suggested similar planning for the Hardscrabble property. 



 
Noella Hooper and Jim Rapoli were thanked for discussing the road connector issue.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Chairwoman Ruth Oja is calling an extra meeting for Tuesday, 
August 6, 2002 at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan J. Ellis, Secretary 


